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The Authenticity of the Book of 
Genesis. 


WW AVING presented, in the 

last Number of the Mag- 
azine, some of the evidence of 
the Genuineness of the Penta- 
teuch, we shall now proceed to 
an Enquiry concerning the Au- 


thenticity of those te ee 
The things related by ) in. 


this most ancient and most vatu- 
able portion of history in the 
world, must be believed to be 
true, in order to an acknowledg- 
ment of their divine authority. 
Unless the narration contain 
matters of fact, and be pure 
from error and falsehood, it can- 
not be supposed to have been 
communicated or sanctioned by 
a God of holiness and truth.— 
In an attempt to exhibit the au- 
thenticity of this-portion of sac- 
red history, it will not be ex- 
pected that we examine, partic- 
ularly, all the facts related, but 
only that we take a view of the 
evidence of those which are the 
more important. The book of 
Genesis naturally claims our 
first attention. 
Vor. VII. No. 9. 





One of the most prominent 
objects in this historical book, 
and the first in the order of the 
narrative, is the account of the 
creation of the world. Of the 
collateral evidence, in support of 
the Mosaic account of this event, 
we Can notice but a small part. 
That the world is not eternal, 
that it must have had a begin- 
ning, is evident from Astronom- 
ical proofs. This position is also 
sufficiently evident, from the 
rise and progress of nations, 
from the origin and advance- 
ment of arts. This same cone 
sideration, the periods of bar- 
barism and civilization, the pro- 
gress of civil society, the settle- 
ment and improvement of coun- 
tries, the introduction of the 
most useful arts of Jife, proves, 
also, that the world cannot be 
much older than the limit assign- 
ed in the book of Genesis. It 
has generally been held, by all 
people, by philosophers and by 
public opinion, that the world 
was created by an invisible Be- 
ing. That the world had a 
beginning, has been an idea 
almost universal. That it was 
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created by God, has been held 
by the wisest philosophers, and 
by the most ancient and en- 
lightened nations. ‘This was 
the sentiment of Pythagoras and 
Plato, of the ancient ‘Tuscans, 
the Druids, the Persian Magi, 
the Brahmins of India, and the 
ancient inhabitants of China 
and Japan. Sanchoniathon. the 
oldest heathen writer, aflirms 


that “the original principle of | 


the Universe was a dark air, and 
a turbulent evening, and had no 
form nor figure.” ‘The move- 
ment of this air was the begin- 
ning of all things. He goes on 
to mention the progressive ap- 
pearance of the sun, moon, and 
stars, of animals, and of man. 
* These things” he says, “ are 
written in the cosmogony of 
Thoth, and are preserved in the 
records of Berytus.” ‘Thoth 
was the grandson of Ham.—We 
sce the great similarity between 
this account and that of Moses; 
excepting that the heathen falls 
infinitely ghort of the sacred, in 
perspicuity and dignity. ‘The 
heathen writer assigns no imme- 
diate agency of God, in the 
event, because he wrote for the 
cefence of Idolatry. And he 
dare not introduce his idol deities 
as the agents, because they arose 
long after. 

‘The most credible accounts of 
profane antiquity assign about 
the same period to the beginning 
of things, as is given us in the 
sacred history. ‘The relation of 


Sanchoniathon, concerning the 
invention and progress of the 
most necessary arts, is consist- 
ent wiih himself in fixing the 
beginning of things, aud with 
the similar accounts in Genesis. 
Ju making ten gcneratious of 
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men, previous to the time of 
Uranus and Saturn, he nearly 
agrees with the chronology of 
Moses. 

The Babylonian antiquities 
were collected by Berosus, by 
birth a Chaldean, who lived ia 
the time of Alexander the 
| Great. He mentions the reigns 
of ten kings in Chaldea, from 
| the beginning to the flood. This 
answers, exactly, to the number 
of antediluvian patriarchs, as 
; given by Moses. The chronol- 
| ogy of Berosus is not inconsist- 
ent with the Mosaic. 

‘he Egyptians, according to 
their ancient historian Manetho, 
claim to haye had seven kings 
before the flood.— The _extraor- 
dinary antiquity which the E- 
gyptians have sometimes claim- 
ed, as well as some other nations, 
is manifestly fabulous, and pal- 
pably inconsistent with their 
own most authentic accounts— 
The most ‘udicious writers a- 
mong the ancicnts, confess all 
accounts to be uncertain, previous 
to the time of the Olympiads, 
776 years before Christ. Thu- 
cydides, the most sensible of all 
the Greek historians, rejected, 
as uncertain, all that preceded 
the Peloponnesian war, 430 
years before Christ. Plutarch 
presumed to go no further back 
than Theseus, who was not long 
before the time of David, and 
what he says of him is mostly 
fable. Herodstus and Xeno- 
phon give accounts of more an- 
cient events, derived from tradi- 
lion, but they appear to place 
but little reliance on any thing 
previous to the time of the Jew- 
ish captivity. 

Aficr the creation, the next 











important fact recorded by Me- 
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ses, is the ovxiginal innocence 
and fall of Man. The exist- 
ence of sin in the human heart 
and character, needs no proof. 
That man should have been 
created pure and perfect, ac- 
cords with our ideas of the char- 
acter of God. The ancient tra- 
ditions of the primitive inno- 
cence and fall of man, are very | 
numerous. Sanchoniathen states 
the first human pair to have 
been Protogonus and on; and 
that Hon “ found out the food 
which is gathered from trees.” 
The golden age of the poets, co 
much celebrated, as a_ period of 
innocence and happiness, is man- 
ifestly a tradition of this event. 
The Eiysian fields, the garden 
of Abdonis and the Hesperides, 
are evident allusions to the gar- 
den of Eden. The Egyptians 
inform us, that “ at first, men 
lived in great simplicity, their 
bodies being naked.” Berosus 
affirms that “ man, in the most 
ancient times, fell from a state 
of innocence.” Plato's fable of 
Porus’ becoming intoxicated in 
the garden of Jupiter, is an ev- 
ident allusion to the same event. 
Even the fact of the agency of 
the serpent in the early aposta- 
cy, is preserved in several an- 
cient customs and traditions. 
The extraordinary longevity 
of the antediluvian patriarchs, 
is a striking account in the book 
of Genesis. Yet this is abun- 
cantly confirmed by all ancient 
traditions and fables. The Phe- 
nician history makes but ten 
generations before Uranus and 
Saturn. The ten kings of Chal- 
dea, “before the flood, according 
to Berosus, reigned 1199 years. 
The first six kings of Egypt, ac- 
cording to Manetho, reigned 971 





years. 


- Itissaid, Gen. vi. 4. “There 
were giants in the earth in those 
days.” This truth isconfirmed a- 
bundantly, by the traditions, by 
the histories, as well as by the 
poets and fables of antiquity. 

The most careful examination 
of ancient times, among the na- 
tions of Scythia, Greece, Egypt, 
Persia, India, and China, fully 
confirms the idea that their an- 
cestors respectively emigrated 
from the countries on the Eu- 
phrates, where, according to the 
book of Genesis, man was first 
planted. It is also manifest that 
from this source came the best 
part of ancient refinement and 
learning. 

The next prominent event in 
the book of Genesis, is the gen- 
eral deluge. There is no fact re- 
corded in this book, we may say 
with safety, so fully confirmed 
by external evidence as this. 
The most observing naturalists 
have clearly shown that traces 
of this event are clearly discov- 
erable in the face of the earth, 
in almost all countries. All na- 
tions that have been known, an- 
cient and modern, civilized and 
barbarous, have had some tadi- 
tionary knowledge of this great 
event. ‘The Chaldean account, 
as that country was the residence 
of Noah,is the most full, and 
the most satisfactory. Berosus 
the historian makes Xisuthrus 
the tenth king of the country, in 
regular succession from Alorus, 
who was the first. Noah was 
the tenth in succession from Ad- 
am. ‘The historian says, that 
the god Saturn, appeared to Xi- 
suthrus in a dream, warned him 
that mankind would be destroy - 
ed by a flood, directing him to 
build a ship, to enter it with his 
relations and dearest friends, and 
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having collected provisions, to 
take in fowls and four footed 
creatures. These directions were 
complied with, and the flood 
came. After some time, Xisu- 
thrus let out certain birds, which 
finding no food nor place to rest 
upon returned to the ship. Af- 
ter some days, he sent out the 
birds again; and they returned 
with their feet covered wiih 
slime. Soon after, they were 
sent out again, and returned no 
more. Xisuthrus then opened 
the ship, went out with his 
friends, raised.an altar, and sac- 
rificed to the gods. The similar- 
ity of this with the true account, 
must strike every observer.— 
The Phenician historian says 
that in the tenth generation of 
man was built the first ship.— 
The Egyptians have an account 
of the flood, and they name the 
kivgs who they say reigned in 
their country before that event. 
Plato says, * a certain Egyptian 
priest recounted to Solon, out of 
their sacred books, the history of 
the universal deluge, which hap- 
pened long before the particular 
inundations known tothe Greeks. 
—The ancient Syrians had a 
distinct account of the flood.— 
The Magi of Persia taught that 
there had been “a general de- 
struction by water, sent by God 
to punish the crimes of man- 
kind’’ The Persians have ev- 
er held the belief of one supreme 
God.—The Brahmins of India 
say, “ The first race of men, de- 
generating from their primitive 
innocence, God’s indignation was 
justly provoked, and he sent a 
flood, which destroyed all na- 
tions without exception” — Bero- 
sus and Plutarch mention the 
particular lime of the year in 
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which the flood came, which 
agrees very nearly with the sa- 
cred account. The latterof these 
historians mentions the circum. 
stance of the dove. Several an- 
cient authors take notice of the 
ofigring after the flood, and some 
of them of the rainbow. Var. 
ro, one of the most learned of 
the Romans, says, “ There were 
about 1600 years between the 
first flood and the Olympiads.” 
According to the Scripture chro. 
nology the flood was, B. C. 2348, 
The wxra of the Olympiads is 
B. C. 776. The difference is 
1572 years. 

The next great event record- 
ed in Genesis, which we shall 
notice, is the building of Babel. 
This was succeeded by the con- 
fusion of languages, and the dis- 
persion of mankind. There is 
no event mentioned in this book, 
excepling the deluge, better sup- 
ported by external evidence, than 
these. ‘That all mankind are 
derived from one common par- 
ent, is a sentiment held, substan- 
tially by all nations. The dif- 
fereuce of complexion and fig- 
ure, and the local situation of the 
different people of the world, may 
be accounted for, in the influence 
of natural causes. But the dif- 
ference of language cannot ad- 
mit of a similar solution. Dif- 
ference of local siluation and 
manners, May produce a differ- 
ence of dialect, but never a rad- 
ical difference of language. Yet 
it is actually found that among 
mankind there are a numbcr of 
languages radically and totally 
different from each other, Of 
this, no adequate cause’ has 
been, or can be assigned, but the 
one mentioned in the inspired 
volume. Gen. xi. 6. &, “ And 
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ahe Lord said, behold, the peo- 
ple is one, and they are all one 
language ;—Go to, let us go down 
and there confound their lan- 
guage, that they may not under- 
stand one another’s specch. So 
the Lord scattered them abroad 
from thence upon the face of all 
the earth: and they left off to 
build the city. ‘Therefore is the 
name of it called Babel.” That 
such a city as Babylon existed 
in succeeding times ; that it was 
situated in the plains of Shinar; 
that it was a city of very great 
antiquity ; that it contained an 
extraordinary tower, remarkable 
for its size and height; that 
the city received its name from 
the name of the tower, are facts 
which no onc will presume to de- 
ny. And these facts, it would 
seem, are a sufficient confirma- 
tion of the sacred account. Oth- 
er proofs, however, are at hand. 
It is a prevailing opinion among 
ancient historians, that, original- 
ly, all men spake one language, 
“till the overthrow of a vast 
tower, when a great number of 
tongues was introduced by the 
gods, and mankind were disper- 
sed over the face of the whole 
earth.” Eupolemus says that 
the city of Babylon was first 
built by those who were preserv- 
ed from the flood. ‘That they 
built the famous tower, which 
being thrown down by divine 
power, they were scattered over 
the earth. Abydenus wriles, 
that “the first men built that 
high tower where Babylon now 
stands, and when they had rais- 
ed it very near to heaven, such 
winds were sent from God as 
overthrew the whole work, and 
accordingly the name of Baby- 
typ was given to the ruins.” On 
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this subject, it is recorded in the 
Sybiline Oracles, that “ the geds 
let the winds loose upon this 
tower, which beat it down to the 
ground, the builders forgat their 
native tongue, and an unknown 
language was substituted, where- 
in not one of them understood 
his feliow. And from hence, the 
city was called Babylon.” ‘The 
time of this great event, accord- 
ing to the chronology of the Scrip- 
tures, is well supported by pro- 
lane history. The date of the 
confusion of tongues, as fixed in 
the margin of our large Bibles, 
is 2247 years before Christ. Cal- 
isthenes the philosopher, who ac- 
companied Alexander the Great 
in his easternexpedition, found at 
Babylon a series of astronomical 
observations,extending back 1908 
years. The astronomers of Bab- 
ylon affirm that these began 
with the first building of their 
city. These astronomical obser- 
vations were sent by Calisthenes 
to Greece. Babylon wastaken by 
Alexander in the year B. C. 331. 
This, added to 1903, makes the 
commencement of these astrono- 
mical observations 2234 years 
before Christ. Only thirteen 
years after the confusion of lan- 
guages, and the cessation of the 
building of the tower of Babel. 
And we cannot well suppose that 
a recular series of astronomical 
observations would begin earli- 
erthan that time. As _ these 
astronomers, affirmed that to be 
the time of the building of their 
city, it appears from Genesis that 
the erection of the tower of Ba- 
bel was the commencement of 
the city of Babylon. 

When the building of Babel 
ceased, the different families and 
tribes separated. Not in a con- 
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fused, irregular manner; but 
while different families, or tribes 
according to their head, were di- 
vided from each other,the patriar- 
whal family continued its union. 
These families according to the 
Scriptures, laid the foundationsof 
ancient nations, Gen. x. 32. 
« These are the families, ef the 
sons of Noah, after their genera- 
tions in their nations: and by 
these were the nations divided 
in the earth after the flood.” 
This account of the origin of na- 
tions is what no other writer has 
been able to give. The varie- 
ty of language existing among 
men has been noticed. And it 
is not easy to conceive that such 
distinct nationsshould have been 
formed in such early times, from 
any other cause, than a differ- 
ence oflanguage. And who can 
look over the principal nations 
of antiquity, under the names of 
Gomerians, Maggoli afterwards 
Muscovites, Assyrians, Elam- 
ites, Lydians, Medes, Tonians, 
Thracians; and not conclude 
that the fathers of these nations, 
according to the tenth chapter 
of Genesis, were Gomer, Magog, 
Assur, Elam, Lud, Madi, Ja- 
van, and Tivas, the grandsons 
of Noah. The evidences found 
in the history of Egypt, of the 
early settlement of that country 
by Ham and Mizraim, the son 
and grandson of Noah, are ma- 
ny. Nothing appears from any 
authentic accourts, or from the 
state of society among these an- 
cient nations, that they can 
claim an earlier origin, than that 
assigned them in the sacred wri- 
tings. 

A few other things mentioned 
in the book of Genesis, deserve 
a cursory nolice. The most il- 





lustricus character that is intro- 
duced, afler the dispersion of the 
nations, is Abraham. ‘his ven- 
erable patriarch was well known 
in the traditions of the ancient 
nations of Asia, and, by all, was 
greatly revered. The Persians 
claimed, even, that he dwelt for 
a certain season among them, 
and was the great restorer of 
their religion, which, they say, 
had become at that time much 
corrupted. ‘That the Persians 
derived the fundamental princi- 
ples of their religion from Abra- 
ham or his family, is not to be 
doubted. The Arabians, to this 
day, claim this patriarch as their 
ancestor, and practise the rite 
of circumcision, as received from 
him. 

The affecting history of Jo- 
seph, which occupies a consider- 
able portion of the latter part 
of the book of Genesis, is con- 
firmed by the histories and tra- 
ditions of the Egyptians. They 
affect to show some of the re- 
mains of his public works at 
this lime. The account, in the 
carly period of the Egyptian 
history, of the irruption and ex- 
pulsion of the Shepherd Kings, 
has a strong resemblance of the 
Mosaic account of the sojourn- 
ing of the Israelites in that 
country. 

The bock of Genesis con 
tains a very valuable collection 
of ancient Geography. This 
statement is confirmed by all 
the testimony of aucient and 
modern geographers. The riv- 
ers and mountains of the east- 
ern countries, at this day, bear 
witness to the truth of the sac- 
red account. In those countries, 
where the early patriarchs are 
stated to have settled, so far 23 
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can be determined from the evi- 
dence of tradition, of names, of 
character, we now find their de- 
scendants.— The miraculous de- 
struction of the cities of Sodom, 
is confirmed by the tradi- 
tions of the people, and by the 
actual state of the country where 
those places are said to have been 





situated. 


earliest histories of the most an- | 
cient nations, a very striking 
correspondence with the sacred 
history of Moses. ‘The histories 
of Sanchoniathon, Berosus, and 
Manetho, with the many scraps 
of others, preserved by succeed- 
ing writers,. while the original 
works are lost; and even the 
most ancient traditions and fa- 
bles of eastern nations, all have 
a strong resemblance to the his- 
tory contained in the book of 
Genesis. For this fact, how 





shall we assign a cause ? The 
Jews, on account of their differ- 
ence of character, manners, and 
religion, from all other people, 
were always disliked and hated 
by the neighbouring nations.— 
Their history and Jaws were 
well known ; yet the historians 
of other nations do not differ, 
essentially, from thes. The 
reason must be, that the earliest 
records and historical traditions 
were s0 invariably conformable 
to the sacred testimony of Mo- 
ses, that they dared uot to de- 
part from them. Had _ their 
narratives been substantially dif- 
ferent, they would have been, 
by universal suffrage, immedi- 
ately condemncd. No oue can 
doubt an inclination in thein to 
have brought the Jewish-history 
into discredit, by giving differ- 





ent statements, had there becn 
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a prospect that they would have 
been received as relations of 
facts. But public sentiment was 
ascertained, and they were com- 
pelled to acquiesce. This con- 
sideration, applying to the sac- 
red history at large, is one of 
the strongest external evidences 
of its authenticity, that can be 


| expected to exist. 
Inshort, we find in all the} 


Ve will now take a brief view 
of some of the internal evidence 
of authenticity, to be found in 
the book of Genesis. ‘I'he first 
evidence of authenticity, for 
which we naturally look in eve- 
ry book, is the name of the wri- 
ter, The authenticity of an a- 
nonymous book, is always doubt- 
ful, at the first view. The 
book before us, presents the 
name of the author in its title. 
A name most highly venerated 
among his own people, and in alt 
the adjacent countries. That the 
book is genuine, actually writ- 
ten by the author whose name 
it bears, we have already shown. 
The character sustained by the 
author inthesubsequent books, as 
well as in the general estimation 
of his people, is suited to the 
work which is here assigned him. 
No other person, with equal 
propricty, could be raised to the 
high dignity of Recorder of 
these great events, asthe Law- 
giver aud the greatest proph- 
et of the Jewish nation. Some 
things will now be euggested as 
including a part of the internal 
evidence of this sacred book. 

1, The narration appears to 
be worthy of the exalted digni- 
ty of the subject of which it 
treats, Though it be a more 
dignified subject than any other 
ever treated by an historian, 
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the composition, so far as the | 


power of human language can 
go, seems to be equal to the 
theme. The history of the cre- 
ation and the subsequent events 
is extremely concise ; and so 
many events were never com- 
prised in a narralion so short, 
yet it is simple, and perfectly 
perspicuous. It is suiled Lo eve- 
ry capacity, and by all may be 
clearly understood. At the 
same time, it maintains the per- 
fect exaltation and character of 
God. . This is perhaps the most 
astonishing quality to be found 
in this history. God is constant- 
ly kept in view, through the 
whole book, in all the important 
events recorded, yet, in no in- 
stance, is he introduced, but with 
the utmost solemnity, and his 
character is always sustained. 

2. The writer appears to have 
a perfect confidence in the truth 
of his own narration. Nctwith- 
standing the greater part of the 
events related are mest extraor- 
dinary, and many of them whol- 
ly unknown from any other 
source, the wriler manifeels no 
apprehension that his rclation 
will be controvertcd ; he takes 
no pains, by argument, by re- 
peated asseveralions, or any oih- 
er means, to cngage the belicf 
of his readers, any further than 
by the simplest exhibition of the 
naked truth. The extraordina- 
ry nature of the events record- 
ed, does not diminish the au- 
thenticity of the narrative, since 
an adequate Cause is assigned for 
the knowledge of the author, di- 
vine communication. The wri- 
ter appears to have had a perfect 
knowledge of his subject, and 
though we are astonished at the 
conciseness of the history, it is 
difficult to conceive of any ob- 
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ject of importance which might 
have been inserted, that is not 
to be found in the narrative, 

5. The facts recorded in the 
book of Genesis, though many 
of them are most extraordina 
and miraculous, are not, in their 
nature, absurd or incredible. 
Creation, the fall of man, the 
general deluge, the confusion of 
tongucs, the separation of the 
Hebrews from other people, 
must have taken place. {n this 
book, we are informed of the 
manner in which they occurred. 
Wherever divine power becomes 
necessary, as the efficient cause, 
it is introduced; but never to 
countenance absurdity, or per- 
form impossibilities. Nor is the 
immedixte agency of God ever 
introduced for the production of 
effects, which may be produced 
by the operation of what we gen- 
erally denominate natural caus- 
cs. To assign the creation of 
the world to the immediate agen- 
cy of God, is, certainly, far more 
rational, than to suppose the 
earth cternal, or to believe in 
any of the vain syelems of phi- 
losophy which have been inven- 
ted to account for this great ef- 
foct. On the other hand, the 
creaiion of one pair only, of 
the human family is immediate- 
ly ascribed to God, Icaving the 
great increase, and the vast va- 
tiely of the species, to the ope- 
ration of natural causes. In 
this account of the creation, 
there is nothing ascribed to God, 
unworthy the infinite greatness 
or holiness of his character. All 
things coming from his hand, are 
good. The account of the crea- 
tion of the heavenly bodies, with 
all the unnumbered worlds, scat- 
tered through immensity, is con- 
sistent wilh the exactest laws 
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of astronomy, and equals the 
dignily of thescene. The great 
question, whether the heavenly 
bodies were created for the use 
and ornament of our earth, or 
for other purposes, is left to the 
investigation of human genius, 
the sacred historian saying noth- 
ing upon the subject.— The apos- 
tacy of man from a state of in- 
nocence ; the murder of Abel; 
thesubsequent wickedness which 
brought on the judgment of the 
general deluge ; are not inconsis- 
tent with the known propensities 
and characters of men. ‘That 
the apostacy should have taken 
place as here stated, is far more 
rational than to suppose man to 
have come originally from the 
hands of his holy Creator, with 
all the corrupt affections with 
which he is now distinguished.— 
The subsequent wickedness of 
man, if it were greater than has 
existed at any period since, cer- 
tainly, was not greater than it 
would be, at this time, if human 
life were extended to the period 
of the antediluvian age.—The 
general deluge, asit is so fully 
confirmed by external evidence, 
as the occasion assigned for it, 
the exceeding wickedness of man, 
was sufficient, as the efficient 
cause of the event, the immedi- 
ate exertion of divine power, 
was fully adequate, becomes per- 
fectly credible. And such a sig- 
nal display of God’s vindictive 
justice is no way inconsistent 
with his own attributes and prov- 
dential dealings.—The discrim- 
ination of the Hebrew family, 
by the special covenant and 
blessing of Heaven, being as- 
cribed to a sufficient cause, the 
preservation of the true religion 
and the oracles of God, becomes 
Vor. VIL. No. 9. 
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perfectly reasonable. We are 
unable to conceive of any other 
means, short of a continued se- 
ries of miracles, which could 
have prevented another univer- 
sal relapse into idolatry. 

4. We have no other account 
of the beginning and early trans- 
actions of mankind, than this 
contained in the book of Gene- 
sis, possessing any degree of cred- 
ibility. Thereis much reason 
to conclude that, in the good 
providence of God, we should 
be supplied with some knowledge 
of this kind, so necessary for us, 
in all our moral interests. . These 
interesting truths, this book pro- 
fesses to contain. There is then 
a strong presumptive evidence, 
that the great object so much 
needed is here obtained. From 
the singularity of this book, we 
may argue its truth in another 
manner. Had it been the inven- 
tion of man, it must have par- 
took of that character which. 
distinguishes all the fabulous 
productions of early times. But 
it is, in all respects, totally differ- 
ent from them. We conclude 
then, that it had another origin, 
and that that origin is truth. 
As this book is singular, as the 
subjects upon which it treats are 
great and awful, as no person 
could have known of many tran- 
sactions here related, but by 
immediate communication from 
God: we conclude with safety 
that no one would presume to 
compose such a work, and that 
no one could think of imposing 
such a production upon the 
world, unless it were known to 
be the word of truth. Sucha 
work heing exhibited to the 
world, the extraordinary nature 
of its —— would make all 

> 
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ten more solicitous to enyuire 


into its authority. And it could 
not have been received but upon 


éredible evidence. Its subject is 4 


such as to excite, and always 
must receive, the most careful at- 
fention. No subject could be 
more interésting, especially to 
the Israelités; they could not, 
therefore, suffer themselves to be 
deceived respécting its authenti- 
city. 


(To be continued.) 
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Jn this thing the Lord pardon thy 
Servant, that when my master 
gocth into the house of Rim- 

mon to worship there, and he 

 leancth on my hand, and I bow 
myself in the house of Rim- 
mon ; when I bow down myself 
in the house of Rimmon, the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this 


thing. 


HEN these words are fra- 
Vy ced in their connexion 
with the context ; it is attended 
with difficulty to ascertaia what 
was the meaning ef the Syrian 
nobleman, in this request to the 
prophet. If we atfend to'some 


re 


* Conceiving the Remarks here 
‘communicated to be ingenious and 
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[Serr, 


of his preceding observations, the 
conceived difficulty will be ap: 
parent. After Naaman the com- 
mander of the Syrian host was 
healed of his leprosy, itis said 
he returned to the man of God, 
he and all his company, and 
came and stood before him ; and 
he said, behold, now I know that 
there is no God im all the earth, 
but in Fstael. ‘Thy servant will 
henceforth offer neither buriit- 
offering nor sacrifice unto other 
gods, but unto the Lord. In 
the very next words, ke requests 
that the Lord would pardon him 
in this thing, that when my 
master gocth mto the house of 
Rimmon to worship there, and 
he leancth on my hand, and I 
bow myself in the house of 
Rimmon : when I bow down my 
self in the house of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing. 

How Naaman could, after he 
had openly declared that he 
would offer religious service to 
no other god, but the Lord, re- 
quest liberty, to altend religious 
service in an Jdol’s temple with 
Idotaters, is sirange if not unae- 
countable.—He conceived it to 
be a sin, fer he asks that the 
Lord would pardon him in this 
very thing, which he woyld not 
have done, had he not viewed 
such conduct as criminal in the 
sight of the Lord. This is the 
difficulty, that he should ask 


liberty to sin, or to bow down 
with Idolaters in their temple. 
And the prophet’s answer to him 
does not relieve us from the dif- 
ficulty, for he said to him, go in 
peace. Which words it is con- 
ceived do imply, that Naaman’s 
request was granted, that he 
had from the prophet license ta 


probably true, they are cheerfully 
presented to our readers. Able and 
judicious expositors have thought 
differently respecting the true im- 
port of this passage, which, from 
the attendant Circumstances, always 
excites aparticula’ interest. ‘The 
reagler is necessarily leit to form his 
ewn judgment of the explanation 
‘nere offered, Eps. 
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commit that sin. The phrase, 
go in peace, when it is uttered 


as an answer to 2 request made, | 


always implies liberty, or license 


to go, and do as had been reques-' 


ted. This is the invariable use 
of the phrase by the inspired 
writers. 
determine, that he would hence- 
forth offer neither burnt-offering 
nor sacrifice unto other gods but 
nato the Lord :—and in the next 
breath request, that he might of- 
fer unto other gods, that the 
Lord would pardon him in so do- 
ing, needs reconciliation. That 
it may be seen in what light these 
things are all harmonious, and 
consistent, the following explan- 
ation will be offered: which is 
only to read the verbs gocth,' 
Jeaneth, and bow, in the past 
time, and notin the fyture, as 
they now stand in the text— 
Then it wili stand and read in 
the following manner: In this 
thing the Lord pardon thy serv-' 
ant, that when master went 
or came into the house of Bim- 


mon to worship there, and he 


leaned on my hand, and I bow- 
ed myself in the.house of Rim- 
mon: when I bowed,down my- 
self in the Jiouse of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing. When the words of 
the text are,read in. thjs manper, 
instead of carrying our, minds for- 
ward to some fuluretime that is 
yet to come, we are carricd 
back in our thoughts, to the 
time thatis past, when this Sy- 
rian nobleman was a professed 
Idolater, and worshipped with 
his master in the Idol’s temple. 
To thus read and understand 
this passage of Scripture, re- 
moves all the difficuHies. that at- 


tend it; and renders it perfectly | 


That Naaman should 
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consistent with the profession, he 
made of his belief in the God of 
Israel, as the only one in the 
earth. In this fight, let this 
passage be read, and Naaman’s 
meaning is easily ascertained ; 
for it is natural, clear, and intel- 
ligible to.every reader. What is 
more natural, than that an Idol- 
ater, when convinced of the 
vanity ef his Idols, should ac- 
knowledge it; and request the 
true God, the only Lord, would 
pardon his past offences, especia]- 
ly, his sin in idolatrous wor- 
ship ? This he clearly does is 
the words which are now under 
consideration. That the subject 
before us may stand in the clear- 
est point of light, Ict this eigh- 
teenth verse be read according 
to the proposed reading of it, in 
connexion with the principal 
parts of the paragraph in which 
it stands, and the whole will 
read thus: “ And he (Naaman) 
returned to the man of God, he 
and ajl his company, and came 
and stood before him: and lie 
said, behold, now I know that 
there is, yo God in all the earth, 
‘byt in Israel: for thy servant 
will henceforth ofier neither 
burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto 
_other gods, but unto the maion 
.An this thing the Lord pardon 
‘thy servant, that when my mas- 
ter came or went into the house 
of Rimuon to worship there ; 
and he Jeaned on my hand, ,and 
I-bowed myself in the house of 
Rimmon: when! bomed down 
myself in the house of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing. Aud he (the proph- 
ct) said unto him, go in peace.” 
Is it not.apparent from thus rea- 
ding the passage, that ail ils 





parts, the determination of the 
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Syrian cohvert,—his request to | down, as they stand in the text 
the prophet, that the Lord would | under consideration, are trans. 
pardon him for his past idola- | lated came or went, leaned, bow- 
trous worship, and the prophet’s | ed, and bowed down, must form 
answer, Go in peace; are all} a very forcible, if not conclu. 
rfectly consistent with each | sive argument in favor of their 
other ? that his meaning and in- | translation in the past time. It 
tention are clear and intelligi-| should seem by comparing so 
ble; that he was as clean with- | many parsages, with the one un- 
in, as he was without, and his; der examination, they must cast 
heart as new 2s his flesh, which | some light on the subject, and 
was like that of a little child. tend to establish the reader’s 
In justification of reading three | mind in what is the true mean- 
words in the eighteenth verse, | ing of the passage. 
in the past time, instead of| ‘. Another reason, to justify 
the future as they now stand in| the translation of those words 
the bible, the writer will offer | which are here offered, is the 
the following reasons. harmony of the inspired writings. 
1. The first reason which will | There is the clearest evidence 
be offered, is that the same ori-| that the inspired writings are 
ginal words here translated go-| harmonious and consistent with 
eth, Jeaneth, bow, or bow down, | theinselves in the ideas they are 
are in a variety of other passa-| intended to communicate to us 
ges in the holy Scriptures, trans- | for our instruction, and profit in 
Jated, came or went, leaned, | spiritual things, We may rest 
howed, or bowed down. assured of the harmony and con- 
In Judges v. 19—xi. 18—|sistence of the sacred writings, 
xiii. 10, 11. 1 Sam. ii. 193,| from this consideration, that all 
27—vii. 1 3.—ix. 15—xiii. 8,| the writers were inspired. They 
10, 1l—xvi. 15. 2 Sam. xv. 2. | were under the direction of the 
1 Kings i. 4—iv. 34. and in sun- | Holy Spirit when they wrote, 
. dry places in the Psalms, the | and the Holy Spirit directed 
+ original word instead of goeth is | them what to write, and guarded 
i translated came, the past time. | them at all times when they 
,., In 1 Kings ii. 19. it is transla- | were writing against error, and 
P; ted went, also in Esther ii. 13, 14 | mistake. Of course it was mor- 
sf The word translated leaneth in| ally impossible that they should 
the passage now under consider- | write any thing but what was 
f ationis translated leaned 2 Sam. | agreeable to the divine mind and 
A i. 6—2 Kings vii. 2, 17—The | will, and calculated for our good. 
{ word bow, or bow down is also| Therefore the things written by 
: a translated bowed, or bowed down | such men must be true and con- 
ae in Gen. xviii. 2.—xxxiii. 6— | sistent with each other, and with 
tT xlii. 6—xliii. 26—Psalm xxxviii | impartial reason in all cases, in 
ii 6. which they are not above hu- 
It is thought that so many in- | man reason to comprehend. It 
stances to be found in the word | ought therefore to be our study 
of God, in which those words |so to explain the Scriptures, as 
goeth, leaneth, bow, and bow | that their true meaning will be 
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consistent, plain, and intelligible 
to the common understanding of 
men. If there were as much 
time spent to examine the sacred 
volume, and explore its impor- 
tant truths, as there is to dark- 
enthem; and half the inven- 
tions used to render the sacred 
writings plain and easy to be un- 
derstood, that there are to per- 
vert them, there would be more 
friends and fewer enemies to re- 
vealed religion. 

How far and how forcibly this | 
reason, from the harmony of the | 
spirit, and truth of the Scriptures, 
will justify the reading of the 
words went, or came, leaned and 
bowed, instead of goeth, jeaneth 
and bow, every one will conclude 
for himself, as each one has all 
the light the holy Scriptures 
will afford. 

3. A third reason, is, thet every 
explanation of any passage of 
the sacred writings should be 
read in the place of the passage 
explained, and if it harmonizes 
with the context, itis a very clear 
and convincing evidence, that it 
is the true meaning. 

This, upon examination, ap- 
pears to be an invariable rule, 
one that will never fail on trial, 
but will always be found true. 
if this rule may be admissible in 
the present case, the explana- 
tion given, which shows that it 
respected the past conduct of the 
Syrian nobleman, and not his fu- 
ture, is the true meaning. 

To see the present thought in 
its full force, let any one read 
this passage as it has been pro. 
posed in connection with its con- 
text. “ For thy servant will 
henceforth offer neither burnt of- 
fering, nor sacrifice unto other 
gods, but unto the Lord. In this 
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thing the Lord pardon thy ser- 
vant, that when my master went 
or Came into the house of Rim- 
mon to worship there, and he 
leaned on my hand, and I bowed 
myself in the house of Rim- 
mon: when J bowed down my- 
self in the house of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing. And he, the proph- 
et, said uuto him, go in peace.” 
it is now left with every one 





to judge for himself, how far this 
consideration will justity the pro- 
| posed reading of the words. It 
is evident that this will clear 
the passage of all its difficulties, 
and place it in perfect consis- 
tence and harmovy with the 
whole paragraph, which it is 
conceived is not the case as it 
now stands. It is thought, 
therefore, that this explanation 
hath the best claim to be the true 





one. That Naaman had refer- 
ence in those words under con- 
sideration to his past conduct 
while he was an Idolater.—In 
this sense it is strictly according 
to the true spirit of revealed re- 
ligion. And when he returned 
back, or home, and when the 
king his master should see that 
he was healed entirely of his 
leprosy, it would be in the 
best manner calculated to give 
him information of the power of 
the God of Israel to heal the 
most obstinate disease to which 
the human body was exposed. 
And when the king and the peo- 
ple saw that he had become a 
worshipper of the God of Israel, 
and closely adhered to that reli- 
gion which he was taught by 
prophets and wise men, and that 
he had renounced his former 
idolatry ; it was in the best man- 
ner calculated to seriously im- 
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press the mind of the king of 
Syria, and the minds of ali his 
subjects, with a high sense of the 
worth of the religion the God of 
israel taught. For this made 
men clean within as truly as 
without. Naaman was a new 
man, and different iu mind as 
well as in body from what he 
was when he went to visit the 
prophet of the Lord. These 
things were calculated to have 
the most direct tendency to fix 
conviction on the heart of the 
king, and on the hearts of all 
around him. But if Naaman on 
his return to Syria had still- been 
an Idolater, and attended with 
his master and the nation in the 
-house of Rimmon, nore of those 
happy effects which have becn 
mentioned could have foliowed. 
Nor would his conduct have 
been for the honor and praise of 
the God of Israel, who had donc 
euch great things for him, but 
would have reproached the Most 
High in the most open manner 
before heaven and earth. 

These are the reasons which 
are offered indefence of the 
explanation given of the passage 
of Scriplure which has beca un- 
dev consideration, and it is con- 
ceived it will bear the closest 
examination, and be approved. 

‘The subject will new close 
with the following remarks. 

. The first remark is, that tra- 
ces of divine agency are visible 
threugh this whole affair, and 
show Jehovah to be supreme in 
the universe. 

Naaman the Syrian was a 
great man with bis master and 


‘honorable, but he was a lep- 


er. Observe the movements 
of divine providence. He was 
a leper, this was 2 sore affliction 








[ Serv. 


to him, to the king his master, 


and to all about him. This was 
an incurable disease. Are not 
diseases the servants of the Most 
High? Do they not go at his 
bidding, and come at his call ? 
By tie will of heaven he was a 
leper,—and the design of it will 
appear in the sequel. In some 
former battle with Israel, a lit- 
tle Israelitish maid was taken 
captive, and lived in Naaman’s 
family. She knew how much 
her master was afflicted with his 
disorder, and from the kind 
treatment which she had recciy- 
ed from him, and his family, she 
wished in her tura to administer 
comfort to them. Was not all 
this of God? .She knew that 
there was a prophet in Samaria 
who could heal him, and said to 
her mistress, would to God my 
lord was there, for he would re- 
cover him of his leprosy. One 
who beard this, went and told 
Naaman what the maid from the 
land of Israel had said. ‘The 
king was informed of this, and 
he advised the leper to go unto 
the king of Israel upon this er- 
rand, to be healed. ‘Would a 
message from a little maid ip the 
family been noticed by suchchar- 
acters, if an invisible agency had 
not overruled the whole ? It was 
60, and preparations were made 
in eastern style for the proposed 
journey. ‘The greatman arrived 
in all- his magnificent equipage, 
and with all his altendauls, with 
a letter from the king of Syria 
to the king of Israel, that Naa- 
man might be heald of his lep- 
rosy. With this the king of Is- 
rael was alarmed, supposing it to 
be designed as an occasion for 
war with: him. But when Eli- 
sha, the man of God, heard the 
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alarm in Israel, he sent to the 
king of Israel, saying, let Kim 
come unto me, and he shall know 
that there is a prophet in Israel. 
The great man of Syria was di- 
rected to the prophet’s house ; 
with speed he came and his 
whole retinue, and stood at the 
door of the prophet’s house. And 
Elisha sent a messenger unto 
him, saying, go and. wash in Jor- 
dan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again unto thee, and 
thou shalt be clean. But Naa- 
man was wroth, and went away, 
and said, behold, I thought he 
will surely come out tome and 
stand, and call on the name of 
the Lord his God, and strike his 
hand over the place, and recov- 
er the leper. The waters of Da- 
mascus he conceived were better 
than all the waters of Israel, and 
he went away in a rage. But by 
the importunity of his servants 
his wrath was appeased, he 
went and washed, as the proph- 
et directed, and he was made 
clean. 

Behold the hand of God in 
in all this: else why should the 
little maid have been believed ? 
Why should the king make the 
bold attempt to send his chief 
captain inte an enemy’s land, to 
be healed, when it was in the 
power of the physician lo take 
his lifein a manner unknown ? 
Why should his rage be forgot- 
ten, and he so willingly comply 
with the direction ‘given him ? 
Was it not the purpose of Jeho- 
vah to bring him to himself that 
hiseyes might be opened, and 
that he might become acquaint- 
ed with the character of the true 
God? That he might know 
from the simplicity of the means 
which were prescribed for his 





cure, the healing virtue was not 
in them,but in one that was above 
human, and above angelic? Eve- 
ry movement seemed to be di- 
rected to accomplish the design 
of providence, which was to 
bring him to a knowledge of the 
supreme God. ‘The leper him- 
self was astonished at what had 
taken place, and exclaimed in 
view of all, now I know that 
there is no God in all the earth, 
but in Israel—Thy servant wilt 
henceforth offer neither burot- 
offering nor sicrifice unto other 
Gods, bat unto the Lord. 

Does not every step, by which 
this great man was brought from 
his native country into the land 
of Israel, appear to be the effect 
of the determinate counsel of 
heaven? Had he not been a le- 
per, there is no reason to have 
supposed he would ever have 
been acquainted with the proph- 
et, nor brought to a knowledge 
of the God of Israel. Had there 
not been a captive from among 
the Israelites, and she a waiter 
in the leper’s family, it is uncer- 
tain that he would have come 
to the knowledge of the man of 
God in Israel, who could effect 
the cure he needed. Had not 
the king, his master, been willing 
he should go into the enemies’ 
land, itis not probable that he 
would have gone. Had not Eli- 
sha prescribed the most simple 
remedy for his cure, his mind 
would not have been taken from 
the means, and set on the effi. 
cient cause. Noris there any 
reason to suppose he would have 
been brought ashe was to ae- 
knowledge that there was no 
God in all the earth but in Isra- 
el.” ‘True itis that if cvery step 
in this whole affair waz-to be ex- 
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amined, it would be found that 
an invisible agency directed each 
one. And if one of them had 
failed, the end he had ia view, 
which was tobe heaied, and the 
end which God had in view, in 
this manuer to bring him to sav- 
ing good, must have beeu frus- 
trated. 

Had his rage have remained, 
and he returned home, he would 
have returned 2s he came a lep- 
er. And this would have been 
the case, it is natural to suppose, 
had not his servants eutreated 
him to hearken to the advice 
given, and persuaded him to make 
the experiment as it was so easy--, 
He made the attempt through 
their persuasion, and succeeded 
beyond his expectation. When 
all these circumstances are view- 
ed iu their true light, the divine 
agency js apparent in directing 
every step and every movement 
from the beginning to the end. 
And it is equally as apparent that 
human agency and human means 
were employed in the accom- 
plishment of what heaven had 
in view, to heal his body and his 
soul. It is evident from this af- 
fair, and many others on sacred 
record, that creature agency is al- 
ways employed in the acomplish- 
ment of all events in divine gov- 
ernment which t:.ke place in this 


world, great and small, except | 


such as aremiraculous. There- 
fore it is not true, but it is folly 
in the extreme, for any to con- 
clude, that because God is the 
efficient in every event, there 
is nothing for the creature to 
do. 

The subject that has been un- 
der consideration is a clear illus- 
tration of the observations now 
made, and there are mapy oth- 
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ers which might be adduced that 
arc Cleariy in point. This view 
of the subject tends in the most 
direct manner to bring the Most 
High into view, and keep him 
coustantly before our eyes ; that 
his sovereign agency is in all 
things, and to impress our minds 
with these thoughts, that we are 
always iu his presence, and that 
he will call us to account for ey- 
ery thing we do in the body. 

Remark second, That a real 
acquaintance with the true char- 
acter of God will make a very 
great alteration in men. 

It will make a less visible al. 
teralion iu some than in others. 
In one who has been religiously 
educated, and has always been 
moral and regular in his life and 
conversation, the visible change 
will be but small compared with 
one who has been educated in a 
different manner, and has beea 
immoral, and irregular in his for- 
mer life. But ia each of their 
minds the alteration will be 
great, and it will be perceived by 
them. For this plain reason, 
that every one in whom this 
change takes place, will have 
different views of God, of Jesus 
Christ, of the holy Scriptures, 
of the doctrine they contain, and 
of all divine things. Every such 
person will discover something 
that is excellent and lovely in 
the holiness of God, in his law, 
because that is holy, in Jesus 
Christ, because he saves from si 
ina way that will glorify God, 


'in the display of his sovercign 


grace and mercy ; that the doc- 
trines and precepts of the gos- 
pel exalt Ged and free grace, and 
hamble haughty man to the 
dust. Similar to this description 


| of divine views, will be the views 
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and feelings of every renewed 
soul. 

There are other instances, 
such as are sanctificd from their 
birth, or childhood. In such ia- 
stances, the alteration is not so 
observable to themselves, be- 
cause of their minority, which 
also prevented their knowledge, 
and observation of what were 
the workings of sin in them. 
Therefore, what alteration there 
is in them, they will only per- 
ceive from the workings of re- 
maining sii when it gains the 
ascendancy over them: and 
from an increase of their views 
of God, Jesus Christ, and all di- 
vine things, in a light in which 
they appear more and more clear 
and satisfactory : and the fre- 
quent refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord which afford- 
ed such inward joy, that others 
might take knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus. 
In their experimental religion 
they will agree with other pi- 
ous characters; and when the 
inside is thus clean, the outside 
will be visibly so from an in- 
cereasing conformity to God in 
all practical godliness. 

But in those who bave been 
irtegutar and vicious in their 
lives, immoral and profane, there 


will be visibly a very great al- 


teration in their views of those 


divine subjects which have bed 


mentioned. If this may 

the case with such characters 
who have lived in a land on 
which the Sunof Righteousness 
hath beamed ; what must it 
be with those who have lived 
in the land of ignorance and 
darkness, wilh a Naaman from 
the land of darkness, brought 
into a land enlightened by reve- 

Vor. VII. No. 9. 
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lation? We might expect the 
alteration to be great, and we 
are not disappointed in our ex- 
pectations, for the visible marks 
of a change in his mind were as 
apparent, as his new flesh which 
came upon him. Hear his dec 
larations, there is no God in all 
the earth but in Israel; I will 
henceforth neither own nor serve 
any other. And what I have 
already done of such wickedness 
the Lord pardon thy servant, 
and I willdoso no more. And 
Elisha said to him, go in peace. 
How is this great, this honora- 
ble man, and mighty in valor, 
humbled, and become penitent ! 
How differently does he now 
appear before Elisha, from what 
he did when at his door, and 
went away in a rage because he 
only said to him, go and wash in 
Jordan seven times, and he 
should be clean! How differ- 
ently must have been the feel- 
ings of his mind now from what 
they were when he was angry ! 
And as different must he appear 
to the people of his own land, 
to the king his master, and to 
his family when he shall return 
hore. Such an alteration was 
visibly to be seen in him, and 
such an alteration as has been 
noticed, will religion make in 
men whom it turns from sin to 
holiness. 

A third remark is, that Naa- 
man had more need to be clean- 
sed from his sins and impictics, 
than from his leprosy. 

His Jeprosy could do no more 
than make him disagreeable to 
himself, and family, and shut 
him from civil society in this 
world, and finally kill the body. 
But his sins would shut him out 
of the society of the blessed} 

Rr 
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shut the gates of heaven against 
him, that he could not see and 
enjoy God, and destroy hho, 
both soul and body in hell.— 
This is the most solemn and 
awlul thought that can enter 
the mind ; to spend eternity in 
enmity aud hatred aguaiust the 
most perfect aud holy being in 
the universe, who is entrealing 
sinners to hear, and their souls 
shall live. But little the Syri- 
an Idolater considered of the 
destruction to which he was ex- 
posed, nov his extreme danger 
antil he came into that country 
on which the light of revelation 
had beamed : but here he learut 
both, and fled for refuge to the 
strong hold which was provided 
that sinners might be saved. 
Did he not appear to prize his 
deliverance from the guilt and 
dominion of sin above the clean- 
sing of his body ? ‘This was all 
his conversation and theme, 
which delighted and warmed his 
soul ; and not that he was heal- 
ed of his leprosy. ‘Io worship 
this God who had done such 
wonderful things for him, was all 
his song. 

Ought not the conduct of this 
great man to admonish all who 
jive under the light of the gos. 
pel, but have not yet taken 
yefuge in the ark of safety ?— 
‘The more we contemplate this 
thought, the more interesting il 
becomes; that an heathen man 
nccepted upon his first accurate 
knowledge of the true God; 
while many who have heard 
again and again of the true char- 
aeter of the true God, and of 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, 
and yet have not accepted.— 

iow ‘affecting is the thought 
that such shall go into the king- 


Remarks on 2 Kings v. ia. 


[Serr. 


dom of heaven before gospel sin- 
ners ; aud many shall come from 
the east and from the west, and 
sit down with Abraham, Isaae; 
and Jacob, iv the kingdom of 
heaven, and some of us shall be 
cast out. This is truly an af- 
fecling thougit, if realized ; it 
ought to be realized, and to 
make a kisting impression on all 
our minds. Yet how much 
niore anxious are mankind in 
gencral for the world tian for 
the things of their eternal. peace; 
and more concerned for the 
cleansing of their bodies when 
attacked by some disease, than 
they are that their souls might 
be cleansed from sin throug! the 
blood of Christ ; when the lat. 
ter is of infinitely greater im- 
portance than the former! For 
what is a man profited if he 
gain his health and the world, 
and lose his own soul! Things 
which are in reality of the 
highest magnitude, cught to 
have the first claim to our at- 
tention, and to lie the nearest 
to our hearts. Religion, then, 
ought to occupy this place, for 
pot any thing can have higher, 
bor more immediate claims upon 
us than religion. Let none 
| make light of it, nor delay ; fox 
| delays are dangerous; and now 
| is the aceepted Lime, and now is 
| theday of salvation;—Return ye 
| ransomed sinvers, return, ’tis Je- 
wsus Calls, 

Remark fourth. A saving 
| knowledge of the true God wil! 
| lead men lo give up every thing 
which is in opposition to him. 
This is the nature of true reli- 
gion, which is implied in a sa- 
ving knowledge of the true God. 
Thus the Psalmist expresses 
himself, “ Whom have I in hea 
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ven but thee, and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside 
thee.” Is not the sentiment 
expressed in these words clear- 


ly this: that there was not any’ 


thing on earth or in heaven, 
that the Psaimist desired beside 
the Lord? And is it not equal- 
ly true with all pious men ; are 
not their desires the same ?— 
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ef the king, and his favor with 
his royal master, if he could not 
retain these, and worship only 
the God of Israel. And the 
evidence that this was his de- 
termination, and that his past 
sin of going into the idol’s tem- 
ple and worshipping there, was 
forgiven, is the answer of the 





prophet, goin peace. Here we 


This would lead him to give up| may clearly see what influence 
every thing which stood ia op- , a true knowledge of the trueGod, 


position to his God. Thue true 
religion, we may conclude with 


give up their sins which have 
been as near to them asa right 
hand, and as a right eye. {ft 
will lead covetous men to part 
with that which lay the near- 
est to their heart, for the true 
God and his religion, and to be- 
come benevolent and do much 
good in the world, compared 
with what they had done he- 
fore. Charity, or religion, seek- 
eth not her own ; and pious peo- 
ple will find this to be the case 
from their own experience, or 
their religion is vain. This a- 
mong other things, the prophet 
taught Naaman, when he refu- 
sed the present he offered him 
and entreated him to receive. 
This showed him, that revealed 
religion always implied benev- 
olence, and it is not improba- 
ble that Naaman understood 
the prophet. For among his 
next words, he assured Elisha 
that he would henceforth otter 
neither burnt-offerings nor sac- 
rifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord. ‘This great man from 
Syria had an example of the 
nature of revealed religion now 
before his eyes. ‘That it would 


lead him to give up his seat at 
court, his command of the host | 


will have on minds which are 


| | really impressed; the mind of a 
safety, will lead all holy mento | heathen, an idolater not ex- 
| cepted. 


such to acknowledge that there 


It will not only bring 


is no god but the Lord Jeho- 
vah, but to practice according- 
ly, 
: Remark filth. Reveaied reli- 
gion is consistent with itself in all 
it enjoins, and in all its promises. 
This cannot be said of all reli- 





gions, or those that are called 
religion, nor of any other but re- 
vealed religion. This enjoins 
upon men to be in heart what 
they profess to be in life ; that 
their hearts and tongues should 
speak the same language; and 
promises to none but such the 
| blessings it has in store. Reveal- 
| ed religion enjoins upon men to 
let their love be without dissim- 
ulation, to be disinterested in 
‘their affection one to another, 
to love as brethren, and to hon- 
or God as supreme. Such it is 
promised God will honor: him 
that honoreth me I will hon- 
or, said the Almighty by the 
mouth of hisservant. Asthere 
is harmony, and agreement in 
the holy Scriptures, and the 
spirit they breathe, so there must 
be in the hearts and lives of all 
who expect to enter into that 
rest which remaineth for the 














340 


people of God. But it is not so 
with any other religion, especial- 
ly with idolatry. All other kinds 
of religion can be but the pro- 
ductions of finite unenlightened 
minds; but revealed is from 
heaven. The former has no god 
that ¢an look into the human 
heart, but the latter is from that 
God who looketh into all hearts, 
and judgeth men according to 
what is there found. 

Remark sixth. The darkness 
and ignorance which has evi- 
dently overspread the heathen 
world, shews us of what impor- 
tance revealed revelation is to 
sinful men. This is apparent 
from what the Syrian leper man- 
ifested when he came to the king 
of Israel, and to Elisha. He 


appeared not to have any idea 
that there was a God in Israel, 
who was more able to heal him 
of his leprosy, than the god he 


had worshipped. in the house of 
Rimmon at home. lle came to 
a man to be healed; and he rea- 
eoned correctly when he consid- 
ered that the waters of Israel 
had. no more medicinal virtue 
than those of Damascus. ‘Thal 
a man in Israel might heal him 
was possible, but water could 
not. And he found by experi- 
ence that the healing virtue was 
neither in man, nor in the wales; 
but in the God of Isrzel; and 
that Elisha was only his ecrvant. 
Hence all Divine light which 
we have or any nation has above 
the heathen, is from revelation. 
And all the information which 
we or any people, kindred and 
nation have on which they and 
we may depend, that will con- 
duct to the realms of light, is 
from the same inexhaustible 
source. Revelation is the can- 
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dle of the Lord to light mex 
through their present dark state 
to those realms that need not 
the light of the sun, for the glory 
of the Lord doth lighten them 
and the Lamb is the light there- 
of. Of what vast importance, 
then, must revelation be to us, to 
guide us through the journey of 
life—to comfort in the day of 
trouble—to support in the hour 
of death—and te give courage 
and strength to endure unto the 
end from the prospects of glory 
and felicity in the presence of 
God. 

But an heathen hath no sure 
foundation for such prospects, 
nor have any other people but 
those favored with diviue reve- 
lation. Itis revelation only, 
that shews men on what sure ba- 
sis their sins may be forgiven 
consistently with the perfections 
of an holy God and his holy 
law ; in what the former is glo- 
rified, asd the Jatter maguified 
and made honorable, and the 
humbie, believing penitent par- 
doned and saved. 

Is revelation of such impor- 
tance to the lapsed sons of apos- 
tate Adam ? Have we not found 
it so from experience ? Can we 
then forget our bretbren in the 
east and the west, and in every 
quarter of the habitable world? 
They ate brethren of the same 
human race with ourselves. Did 
we sit in heathenish ignorance 
and darkness, how should we re- 


joice that some friendly soul 


would give us the true light? 
Have we not sufficient evidence 
from authentic information fron 
the east, that they gladly re- 
ceive the good word of grace 
that is sent among them? We 
know not but they would in the 
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west, from sea to sea, and from 
ihe river to the ends of the 
earth ; let the trial be made, and 
Jet every one cast in his mite, 
and the word of life will go on 
the angel’s wings to every crea- 
ture. Let it be said to them all, 
come, and take the water of Jile 
freely. 

Seventh remark is, That the 
Bible carries with it that evi- 
dence and claim to inspiration 
which no other book does nor 
eau. These consist very much 
in the spirit the book breathes—- 
the character of the God it 
makes known—the heaven it de- 
scribes—and the effect it hath on 
the minds of those that credit 
its doctrines, precepts, promises, 
and threatenings. ‘The spirit 
that holy book breathes is that 
of meekness and love, forgive- 
ness of enemies, and forbids all 
hatred, reyenge, malice, and ill 
will. The God it makes known, 
isan infinitely holy God, and 
infinite in all his perfections. 
he heaven it describes is purc, 
and free from every thing that 
is suited to morally corrupt and 
impure souls. The effect it hath 
on those minds with whoin it has 
credit, is to bring them inte the 


breathes—to bring enemies to be 
cordial friends, and differing 
tribes and nations, the heathen 
not excepted, to love as brethren. 
Mark the spirit which reigned 
in the Syrian after he had a 
knowledge of the God of Israel. 
This same spirit dictated the di- 
vine yolume which made him 
whole, and cleanses sinners from 
their sins. When this inspired 
volume can be extended over the 
world, it will Icad the contend- 
ing nations to lay aside their en- 


| 








same spirit the sacred volume | 
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mily, to beat their swords and 
spears into inslrumeiits of hus- 
bandry, and Jearn war no more. 
The Alcoran breathes bo such 
spirit, nor describes Mahomet’s 
paradise like heaven ia the holy 
Scriptures. Nor is tere any 
other book that does which has 
yet been feund ta earth, but the 
Bible. This hasclaims to inspira- 
tion that are infallible. Believe 
it in your hearts, and boundless 
bliss is yours. 


-D>+o— 


The Importance of Prayer, to 


those engaged in the weighty 
and changing scenes of life, 


Anoncthe circumstances which 
are peculiarly characteristic of 
the followers of Jesus Christ, 
none is more frequently mention- 
ed, or insisted upon more steadi- 
ly by the apostolic writers, than 
this—that they “ walk by faith, 
and notby sight.” ‘The various 
graces whose harmonious union 
constilules the perfection to 
which we aspire, may be posses- 
sed by Christians in different de- 
grees according to their advances 
in holiness. But of the whole 
body of believers it is uniformly 
assumed in the New Testament, 
that in accepting the Redeemer 
they have renounced the world ; 
that they are dead to present 
things, and maintain, in their 
sentiments and actions, an habit- 
ual regard to those invisible re- 
Jations and that higher inherit- 
ance to which they are introducd 
under the Christian ceconomy. 
“J am crucified with Christ : 





nevertheless I Jive; yet not I, 
‘but Christ liveth in me: and the 
tife which I now live in the flesh, 


> —- 








242 
T live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” 

Yet it must be acknowledged, 
to a being such as man, the life 
of faithis not of easy attaimnent. 
We are endewed with senses ad- 
mirably constructed to perceive 
and enjoy the objects which sur- 
round us; and the pleasures of 
which we are thus Capable are ea- 
sy and natural, endeared to us by 
early familiarity, always present, | 
and generally attainable without | 
much painful exertion of our 
strength or faculties. Invisible 
things strike but faintly upon the 
mind, and the impression is easi- 
ly effaced by the intrusion of 
other images: they are distant ; 
they appear to be uncertain ; 
and though manifestly of a neble 
and superior nature, they are 
better fitted at first to awaken 
our admiration than excite our 
desires. Toa person accustom- 
ed to taste largely of the grati- 
fications of life, the simple truths 
of Christianity are seldom there- 
fore a welcome message. Like 
the young man ia the Gospel, 
he “ goes away very sorrowful,” 
because “he has great posses- 
sions.” 

But God, who knows and pi- 
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ties our weakness, in appointing 
the end to be attaincd has not 
forgotten to supply the means of | 
attaining it. Our own strength | 
is plainly insufficient for the un- 
dertaking : it could not support 
usin innocence, how should it 
recover ts from depravity ! God 
alone is able to deliver us from 
our natural bondage ; to awa- 
ken our souls from the slumber 
of sin and death ; to disenchant 
the world which has so long de- 
ceived us. The ransom which 
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was necessary He supplied; and 
he has established settled meth- 
ods for the communication of 
Divine strength to those who 
sincerely desire to obtain it.— 
Yor this end, the higher faculties 
of the sou! are called into his 
service : dispensations are sup- 
plied to awaken and instruct us ; 
the word of truth is published ; 
ordinances are instituted ; and 
the means of grace appointed. 
But above all, the privilege and 
duty of Prayer are revealed to 
every repenting sinner ; and the 
faithfulness of God is pledged, 
that he will “give his Holy Spir- 
it to them that. ask it!” 

Easier terms surely never 
were proposed for the attaip- 
ment of any blessing. Should 
an illustrious prince, or an affec- 
tionate father, or a generous and 
faithful friend, invite us to come 
to him that he might impart 
some special bounty, should we 
churlishly refuse? Should we 
not anticipate with joy the ap- 
proaching hour, and count the 
moments till it arrived? And 
shall we turn away from the 
Father of all mercies when he 
calls us into his presence; and 
refuse, by the highest of all pri- 
vileges, to purchase the greatest 
of all blessings ? 

Prayer is undoubtedly the first 
of all the means of grace; and 
it has this peculiar dignity and 
blessing that it brings us before 
the Throne of God himself; in- 
to the presence of Him, whom 
to see and love is the highest 
happiness of the highest created 
beings. It was once the happi- 
ness of man. Bul sin too soon 
separated him from his Maker, 
and, spreading like a noxious va- 
pour, blotted out the very sun 
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from heaven. From that fatal. 
hour the whole human race wan- 
dered about in blindness and er- 
ror, “ fettered with the bonds of 
a long night and exiled from the 
eternal Providence.” The right 
or the duty of prayer, though it 
may be probably inferved from 
the visible dispensations of God, 
is by no means a certain truth 
of natural region. To the chil- 
dren of Israel it was communica- 
ted by revelation ; to us it has 
been proclaimed and enjoined by 
the Son of God himself. And 
blessed for ever apd ever be his 
holy Name who brought down 
the message of reconciliation and 
peace ; 


For though we fled him angry, yet 
recalled 
To life prolonged and promised 
race, we now 
Gladly behold though tut tie dis- 
tant skirts 
Of glory, and far off his steps adore. 


The approach to God and in- 
troduction to spiritual percep- 
tions which are effected by Pray- 
er seem, as it were, the couneet- 
ing link between earth and 
Heaven ; between that state of 
of distance and separation from 
the Creator to which as sinners 
we must still submit, and those 
blessed privileges which we shall 
hereafter share in the kingdom 
of our Heavenly Father. In the 
blessed exercises of a spiritual 
devotion, the soul is borne away 
for a time from all the perishable 
objects of sense, to appear in the 
very sauctuary of God; there 
to learn what the voice of man 
can never teach, to feel what the 
profane or thoughtless never can 
appreciate. ‘* The Christian 
foves to lie low before the foot- 





stool. of his Creator ;” and from 
that blessed presence he returns 
with a heart so humbled yet so 
refreshed, that like Peter in the 
Mount he feels “ it was good for 
him to be there.” Earthly vani- 
ty has lost ils charm, and earth- 
ly greatness its splendor; and 
though the business and cares of 
life way a little damp the ardor 
of his spirits, he will still be con- 
scious of a secret unfailing and 
heavenly energy, which he drank 
in with “ the water of life that 
proceedeth out of the Throne 
of God and of the Lamb.” 

It cannot then be matter of 
astonishment to find, that meny 
of those who have been the most 
eminent for activity and useful- 


'ness in secular concerns have 


been remarkable also for the 
depth ef their piety, and the 
cousecralion of what appears a 
large proportion of their time 
to religious offices. It is impos- 
sible to read the accounts which 
have been transmitted tous of 
Alfred, without feeeling amazed 
at the variety of affairs—milita- 
ry, civil, commerciak judicial, 
and literary—which his compre- 
hensive genius embraced and 
transacted. The secret of his 
prodigioys exertions seems to 
be given in the following ex- 
tract froma writer equally im- 
partial and able: ‘ Religion, 
which in Alfred’s father was 
so prejudicial to his affairs, with- 
out being in him at all iuferior in 
its zeal and fervor, was of a more 
enlarged and noble kind. Far 
from being a prejudice to his 
government, it seems to have 
been the principle which sup- 
ported him in so mapy fa- 
tigues, and fed like an abua- 


i dant source his civil virtues, 
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To his religious exercises and 
studies he devoted a full third 
part of his time.”—Soerhaave 
was illustrious, in a later age, 
and in a more limited sphere of 
action, for his exteusive scien- 
tific researches combined with a 
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an* has sufficiently explained 
whence he derived the powers 
required to support such pro- 
digious exertions, by informing 
us, that the great Reformer reg. 
ularly employed three of the 
best hours of every day in the 


laborious professional practice. | exercises of devolion.—Indeed, 


‘To a friend who inquired of him 
how he could unite pursuits so 
contradictory, and at the same 


it is scarcely necessary to refer 





to any ordinary examples, when 


{we recollect that even He “to 


time support, with an equanimi- | whom the Spirit was given with- 


ty almost peculiar to himself, 
the numberless provocations and 
affronts to which he was unfor- 
tunately subjected ; he replied, 
that he altributed his strength 
and cheerfulness to the habit of 
devoting one full hour every 
morning to secret prayer.—Mar- 
tin Luther lived during many 
years in a perpetual storm of 
conflict, controversy, and dan- 
ger; persecuted by the ven- 
geance of his enemies, harassed 
by the imprudences or defection 
of his friends, unavoidably en- 
gaged in extensive political con- 
nections and correspondences, 
burdened with the weight of a 
new unsettled and struggling re- 
ligion. Amidst the countless 
occupations and distractions in- 
cident to such a situation, his 


life continually threatened, his | 


health occasionally failing, his 
hopes frequently - disappointed, 
and at times almost desperate, 
he maintained the cause of God 
with the most unconquerable 
energy ; aud, though sometimes 
hurried into excesses by the ve- 
hemence of his nature, conduct- 
ed it, in the main, through diffi- 
culty and peril, from its weak 
and tottering infancy to its tri- 
umphant establishment, with 
cousummate ability and wisdom. 
His learned aud pious Histori- 


out measure” would retire from 
the multitudes that followed 
him, and, though fatigued with 
the Jabors of his daily ministry, 
employed whole nights in pray- 
er, Ia the midst of danger an? 
distresses, David sought the 
Lord and was succored ; under 
the burden of guilt, he poured 
out his soul before him and was 
forgiven ; inprosperity and hap- 
piness, he adored his mercy and 
was sustained. The disciples 
were assembled in prayer when 
the Holy Spirit was shed upon 
them from above. In prayer 
they rejoiced afler their first 
sufferings for the name of Christ. 
With prayer the apostle of the 
Gentiles bade adieu to his E- 
phesian converts. At midnight, 
in a dungeon, “ Paul and Silas 
prayed and sung psalms.”’ 

What has been already obser- 
ved respecting devotion, that it 
brings us into the presence. of 
God himself, will in a great 
measure determine the qualifica- 
tions and sentiments with which 
we must appear before him. 
Among these if I do not enu- 
merate: an humble and lively 
faith in the Redeemer, it is not 
certainly because these feelings 

* The very Rey, the Dean of Car- 
lisle. 
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are neediess Or of little moment, 
but because they are of such 
universal and vital influence, per- 
yading and sustaining the whole 
system of religion, that to sup- 
pose them absent, at least in 
habitual operation and energy, 
from apy the smallest portions 
of our existence, is to suppose us 
in the very same degree simmers 
hefore Gow In every disquisi- 
tion, therefore, respecting a reli- 
gious act or grace, an humble 
and entire reliance on the mer- 
its of Jesus Christ is necessarily 
assumed ; for without this no 
act can be religious, no grace 
exist. Yet these seutimeants 
seem more especially to belong 
to the exercises of devotion, as 
acceptable only in the name of 
that great High Priest who 
holds the heavenly censer, to 
whom are presented “ the gold- 
en vials full of odours.” * 

‘*W ithout holinessno manshall 
see God.” To enter then into 
his presence by prayer, purity of 
heart and the absence of all ha- 
hitual sin are plainly indispensa- 
ble. ‘ Before the Throne there 
was a sea of glass like unto 
chrystal.”+ Tosin and to pray 
are absolute contradictions. If 
we imagine that we experience 
the feelings or the pleasures of 
real devotion while we live in 
aby known habitual sin, we fatal- 
ly deceive ourselves: they are the 
fervors of a heated fancy, or 
the delusions of Satan. Itis to 
the pure alone that God unfolds 
the gates of the celestial Jerusa- 
Jem, and appears in beatific vis- 
ion: “but there shall in no wise 
enter jnto it any thing that defil- 
eth. neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination.” 

—_— 
* Rev. v. &. t Rev. iv. 6. 
Vor. VH. No. 9. 
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Devotion, ther, plainly im- 
plies habitual self-examination : 
for no one can be assured that he 
does not live in sin, except he 
watches diligently his daily con- 
versation. And this is one of 
the reasons why picty is com- 
monly and correctiy used asa 
compendious expression for all 
the Christian graces. Piety 
necessarily supposes that wake- 
ful regard to the will of God, 
in which consists the essence of 
all religion ; for the foundation of 
moral obligation is uuiversally 
and for ever the same. The law 
of the creature is the will of the 
Creator. 

Self-examination precedes pray- 
er ;—but it precedes, not merely 
asa pioneer toremove obstacles, 
but as askilful general to pre- 
scribe and direct the march, 
Except we are acquainted by 
frequent inspection with the 
state of our hearts and lives, we 
can neither be assured that we 
pray acceptably nor that we pray 
aright. How can we confess sins 
which we have not discovered ? 
How can we acknowledge mer- 
cies which we have never notic- 
ed ? Unless we know our wants, 
shall we ask for their needful 
relief ? Unless we are sensible of 
our dangers, shall we wisely im- 
plore assistance? Indeed, devo- 
tion in its most perfect exercise 
implies not only a watchful ob- 
servance of our daily disposi- 
tions and conduct, but a constant 
attention to all the dealings and 
providences of God towards us, 
and such a general diffusion of 
religion through the soul, as shall 
render it quick to understand 
both the will and the ways of 
our Heavenly Father. Other- 
wise we come to prayer without 
the materials for praying proper- 
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ty. And if it would be thought 
presumptuous in a subjeci to re- 
quest an audience of his sove- 
reign without having first consid- 
eved well the topics on which he 
designed to address him, what 
shall we judge of a sinuer who 
ventures to come before his Ma- 


ker wilfully ignoraut of those | 


things which should be the sub- 
jects of his petitions, the occa- 
sions of his thankfuiaess, er the 
éauses of his most deep humili- 
ation and repentance. 

But prayer does not only re- 
quire previous qualifications ; 
there are disposilions and senti- 
ments stiitt more iitimately al- 
hed to it, and which should be 
wrought into ifs very essence. 
Three of these deserve to be 
enumerated, 

We must approaeh God with 
reverence. Men tremble be- 


fore their equals, but lhey are 
at their ease before God: they 


fear those who can neither bene- 
fit nor hurt them, and they fear 
not him whose judgment will 
determine their happiness or mis- 
ery forever. Nay, in the opin- 
jon of many, to feel much unea- 
siness or apprehension respecting 
our spiritual condition is the 
mark of a low and pusiHanimous 
spirit. But this isnot courage ; 
it is fatuity. Beings more pow- 
erful and more daring than men 
do not judge thus: “ the devils 
believe and trembie.” We trem- 
ble uot as they with a base and 
servile dread: yet to fear God 
above all things is one of the 
ehief characteristics of true pie- 
ty. tis inseparable even from 
love aceording to the measure 
at least. of our ordinary attain- 
ments here: though indeed there 
is a love that “casteth out fear.” 
However, these can be no ques- 
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tion that the profoundest rever- 
ence, the deepest sense of the 
Majesty of lilm whom we ad- 
dicss, ought to accompany every 
exercise of devotion. These 
sentiments have nothing in them 
that is mean or degrading : they 
are suitable tu the setalions which 
counect the creature withhisCre- 
alor: tuey are most highly beco- 
ming a sintul being towards his of- 
fenced Judge. ‘hey communi- 
cate a seriousness, weight and fer- 
vor lo our pray ers; banishiag from 
our minds every thought that 
is light or unseasonable. They 
raise the soul, by filling it with 
just apprehensions of the mostex- 
alted and most excellent of Be- 
ings. ‘They impart a sanctity to 
every talng around us; and place 
us, as it were, in the midst of a 
temple “ resounding with awful 
voices, and filled with holy in- 
spirations.” 
(Zo be conlinued.) 


+o 


Hurtford, July, 1814. 


The following letter from a 
sister to a brother, was written 
dwing the revival of religion in 
1808. If it is thought worthy 
a place, the Editors are at iiber- 
to insert it in the Connecticut 
Evangelical Magazine. 


My Dear Broruer, 

MAKE the supposition, that 
it was in the power of your 
sister to comupunicaic intelli- 
gence in the mercantile live, 
which might enable you to ac- 
cumulate property, and whieh 
would give you consequence in 
a foreign port; with what avidi- 
ty would you avail yourself of 
my information: make every 
possible exertion, and wilh your 
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accustomed politeness beg my} and has the promise of admis: 
acceptance of your oratitade for| sion to those blessed regions, 


the seasonable information, and 
interest expressed for your hap- ' 
piness. And why not indulge jt 
an effectionate sister, in at least, 

a candid perusal of a few lines ' 
on a subject of infinitely more 
importance, the concern for | 
your soul. That immortal part 
must not, cannot be annihilated : 


No! it will exist for ever in per- | 
fect happiness, or in iudescriba- | 


ble misery. Now is eminently 
the time to attend to those 
things which concern our ever- 
lasting peace, before they are 
for ever hidden frem our eyes. 
The Spirit of God will not al- 
ways strive with man. Resist 
not his influence which is evi- 
dently striving with numbers. 
The longer we indulge in sin 
and its allurements, the more 
callous our hearts become to se- 
rious impressions. ‘The cement 
that binds us to carth receives 
additional strength by the blan- 
dishments of vice, as exhibited 
in the character of the gay and 
thoughtless. The impcsing ap- 
pearance of morality we are too 
apt to regard as a safe road to | 
heaven. Good morals are pleas- 
ing, and absolutely necessary ; 
but good morals alone never 
conducted a soul tothe King- 
dom of our Redeemer. Our 
depraved nature requires a Sav- 
tour’s atonement; and through 
his merits ulone must we antici- 
pate a heaven of happiness, 
Never will the gates of Heaven 


open to the self-deluded for- | 


malist; the humble Christian 
alone will find admission there ; 
he cordially embraces divine 
truths, receives renovating grace 
through a glorious Mediater, 


‘where sia and sorrow never ei- 
'ter. ‘The young are apt to mis- 
take the nature of true piety 
| they i: nagine it is altended —_ 
gloom, and is only calculated fi 
| the aged and the sintortiadte’ 
Alas! how mistaken; they know 
tot its nature; they are ignor- 
ant of its eifect, and cannot be- 
lieve that besides proving a sup- 
port uuder afiliction, it enhances 

‘tiie blessings of dile. 

How soon we may be called 
to the bar of our Judge, is known 
ouly to HLim in whose hand our 
breath is; to Him whese eye 
pervades immensity of space ; 
who sees all our actions, and 
penetrates the iumost recesses 
of the soul. At his bar can we 
delegate another to answer for 
our aggravated offences? No; 
but Christ’s atonement is sufli- 
cient. Clothed in his righteous- 
ness, relying on his merits, we’ 
may appear in safety, at the tri- 
bunal of our Judge. 

In your frame, my dear broth- 
er, there appears a constitution- 
al delicacy, an habitual debility, 
which many consider alarming. 
| The arrows of death are falling 
thick about us; let them warn 
us to prepare for eternity.— 
|“ The spider’s most altenuated 
| thread is cord, is cable, to the 
| brittle thread of life.” How 
sudden to us the death of the 
lovely M@—--. M was in 
the morning of life, yet her sun 
has already set. She is gone, 
as her friends indulge a hope, to 
the world of glory. Afflicted 
parent ! my heart bleeds for you. 
No lovely M1 to dispel the 
gloom attendant on age and in- 
'firmity, to kiss the tear of grief 
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from the furrowed cheek, and 
soften the ills of life by her kind 
attention. May that God who 
is the widow’s hope and trust, be 
thy support under his severe 
chastisment. 

Life, considered in the aggre- 
gate, is a scene of misery. “ Rare 
are solitary woes.” Religion 
alone can give us support under 
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them ; possessed of it, we look 
beyond the grave for that rest 
which is prepared for those who 
believe in Jesus. That you 
may have grace to fice from the 
wrath to come ; that you may 
find refuge in the extended anns 
of a Saviour, is the prayer oi 
your affectionate Sister, 


NH. 





—_—— 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Messrs. Ep1iTors, 


‘Tur following extract of a letter 
from a young gentleman, a member 
of Middlebury College, to his father 
in Connecticut, is, by the request of 
a number, sent you for insertion in 
the Evangelical Magazine. 


Middlebury, June 1, 1814. 
HONORED FATHER, 

OFTEN, of late, have I, more ar- 
dently than ever wished to see, and 
converse with you. Although, never 
doubting that I was the subject of 
your daily prayer, yet, could I have 
seen you in these six past days, 
how would I have entreated and 
vociferated, parents ! parents! I be- 
seech you, cry to God and spare 
not. Oh, pray, I implore you, par- 
ticularly, for me, your unworthy 
son. Do let strenuous exertions be 
made in your closets. Oh, suppli- 
cate for the sake of my immortal 
soul, the remission of my sins, which 
have gone over my lead, like a 
huge mountain, and exposed my 
affrighted soul to the just condem- 
nation of my incensed Judge. 

June 13th. Both before and since 
the former datc, my mind has been 
tormented, awfully and beyond de- 
scription. So great was my dis- 
tress, that 1 have been totally una- 
ble to write or read. My con- 
science has been continually driving 
me up to Solve such questions as the 
following :—These questions, how- 
ever, trace my reflections from the 
commencement of my convictions, 
which, had the thought occurred, 
that they were leading me to the de- 





spised subject, Religion ; 1 should 
have abandoned at once, and, if 
posssible, excluded from my breast. 
But one idea followed another, til 
they pointed me to the rock Christ 
Jesus. ‘The questions which my con- 
science was perpetually and impe- 
riously urging upon my understand- 
ing, were such as these ; What mo- 
tives actuate you, in plying, with 
such ceaseless and vigorous exer- 
tions, for the attainment of a litera- 
ry education? Are the applauses of 
men of so much vaiue, thiat, to se- 
cure them, ought to employ your 
undivided attention, through the 
whole period of your earthly exis- 
tence ? Supposing that this momert 
every human being on earth should 
pronounce your eulogium ; is it not 
a solemn consideration, that sixty 
minutes would not have elapsed, 
before three thousand uf them would 
be in eternity ? Is not this a correct 
view of the rotten foundation of such 
a reliance ? Supposing you are to 
live to the age of sixty years, have 
you not lived away one third part of 
that time ? Has not the morning of 
your life expired—the time in which 
you might rationally expect happi- 
ness, if you ever experienced it in 
this world? To sum up ail in a 
word, would you, if it were possi- 
ble, return back and live your lite 
over again, for all the satisfaction 
and happiness you have enjoyed? 
Relinquishing then, the praises of 
men as mere froth and bubbles, does 
not the world with all its glittering 
vanities, and the most dazzling ob- 
jects of human ambition, appear like 
empty trash—barren of enjoyment, 
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and not worthy of possession ? Would 
you not prefer retirement and abso- 
jute solitude, to every other situa- 
tion ? Yet, Acre, what will satisfy 
this “ aching void,” this longing at- 
ter something unattained ? Wiiy are 
vou thus dissatisfied with your sit- 
uation wherever you go? Why are 
you soobstinately uneasy ail at once? 
isit not that, whether here, or there, 
in the city or in the wilderness, 
death will soon find you--the cur- 
tain of life soon drop, and your soul 
stripped of this earthly clog, be ar- 
raigned before the bar of Jehovah, 
und made to feel the awful scourges 
uf offended Omnipotence ? Is this 
iancy, or is it fact ? Have you not 
through some bodily indisposition, 
incurred, at this time, a severe fit of 
the hypocondriac affection ? No; i 
am in health. My reascn is sound, 





——— 


) 


and rationally employed. O my } 


soul, Why have you never thought 
of these things before ? Oh, where 
are you ? What are you, and wha! 
have you been doiag these nineteen 
years, which now appear like a 
phantom, or a dreain in midnight 
darkness ? Where now are fled, all 
my infidel and universal notions, on 
which I have rested, and felt so con- 
tented ? No matter where, nor how 
far ; for they could not afford me 
the least foundation of hope, nor 
vield my laboring mind a moment’s 
relief. But, must 1 attend to this 
hateful subject,—and do it now ! 
You must, and that immediately ; 
for you are mumently exposed to the 
cold grasp of death. Yes, these ve- 
ry moments, which now so unheed- 
ed pass, are whether regarded or 
not, Continually placing your feet 
nearer and nearer to that point, 
when all sublunary scenes shail be 
lost in eternity. This is the time, 
and the only one I may ever enjoy 
for securing my peace with God— 
And now, the whispering moment, 
cries now. Is not the unknown to- 
morrow cheating you of to-day ? 
Can death be sudden to a being who 
always knew that he must die, and 
the time of his death was uncer- 
tain ? I now began to see religion to 
be the only shore to which 1 could 
fly for safety ; and as much as my 
fecings revolted at the idea, yet 
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thought myself willing to embrace 
it or any thing else, which would 
afford me relief from pain and dis- 
tress. I began now to look upon 
Clyistians in a iar different light, 
from what I ever beheld them be- 
fures I thought they were the oniv 
rational part of Community, and the 
rescof mankind, a noisy, nad, self- 
murdering crew of crezy fiends, and 
myself, of all others, the most com- 
pletely debased and lost.—It would 
be 1mpossi}le to trace ali my thoughts 
which were the source of anguish 
and sufferings, during the mght of 
my dejection ; for they were no less 
humerous, than they were grievous 
and affictive. 1 sometimes felt my- 
self powerfully, and obstinately op- 
posed to the government of God, 
upon the ground that he had placed 
Me in this situation of torment, with- 
out giving me the “permed to extri- 
cate myself, even, when on my part 
I was perfectly wiliing to be saved ; 
especially, in my own way. But 
bless the Lord, O my soul; praise 
and thank him all my faculties, that 
I was not cut down immediately 
upon exercising such blasphemous 
views, and my place assigned me, 
with hypocrites and unbelievers, in 
the midst of hell. 

Suffice it tosay, that my mind 
continued much im the state Ihave 
described, totally restless and unea- 
sy until last week on ‘Luesday, when 
Mr. H1——, who came in town on 
the day preceding conversed with 
me atmy room, all the forenoon, 
explaining in a lucid and forcible 
manner the great truths of the gos- 
pel, and lastly read to me the frst 
part of the 16th chapter of Lzckicl, 
in order to discover tome the tather- 
ly disinterested benevolence and 
compassion of God i saving sin 
ners:—When my burthen, seemed 
to drop from me, and 1 felt sensibly 
relieved. The appearance of cvers 
thing was altered, and J seen red 
ically, and at once, to give up my- 
self both body and soul, for time and 
for eternity, into the hinds of my 
Maker. 

Is this exquisite happincss ] new 
feel-—this glorious and exalted tree- 
dom irom the thraldom of si, the 
world and the cevil—Is this soft, 
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tender, childlike disposition, mingled 
with the boldness of the warrior—I!s 
this expansion and dilation of soul— 
this sublime elevation and grandeur 
of thought—I say, are ail these, 
the effects of that formerly torgoiten 
and despised thing—--Religion ? 
Tien, however it is viewed, and by 
whatever name it may be called, by 
an unbelieving world—by the grace 
of Ged assisting, L wiil labor and 
struggle to enjoy it myself and pro- 
claim its worth to others, as loudly 
and forcibly, as my voice and talents 
will permit, as long as the all-wise 
God shall see fit to spare my unprofit- 
nbie life ;—if at the expense of every 
degree of worldly pleasure and even 
martyrdomatiast. Lordstrengthen 
me. Honored father, pray for me. 
Respected mother, pray for me. 
And pray for me my doubly en- 
deared sisters ; that I enter not in- 
to temptation ; that I not only may 
become firmly established, and deep- 
iy rooted in the faith ; but that I may 
continually grow in grace, and ex- 
perience much of the blessed light 
of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ — 
Such a sudden and material alter- 
ation in my feelings, dear parents, 
may, and perhaps will appear sur- 
prising to you, at first ; yet it need 
not for a moment, when you con 
sider the abundant grace, and irre- 
sistible power of our holy Sove- 
reign ; and that he often has mer- 
«y in store for such sinners, as have 
not the least for themselves. But I 
must here close, by subscribing my- 
self your son more affectionately 
than ever, cC. G. L. 

P.S. There is a good deal of 
seriousness in the College. Although 
it commenced in my class [ fresh- 
men, | yet the influences of the Spir- 
it are not withholden from the other 
classes. Several of the students 
have lately obtained hopes, and 
several are under severe arrests of 
conscience. 

s+ o 


Extract of a letter from Philadel- 
phia, dated July 20th, 1814. 


GOD is in a wonderful man- 
ner pouring out his spirit in Wil- 
snington, on the Delaware below 


Extract of a Eetter... Missions in Africa. © 
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this, the enquiry of what shall I do 
to be saved, has been so general 
that for two and three days toreth- 
er, shops have been shut, business 
of all kinds negiected, the houses of 
God crowded, and the greatest 
solemnity and attention possibic, 
while ministers have — faithfully 
preached the truth as it is in Jesus, 
Qn their communion, which was 
the last Sabbath in June, Mr. Black- 
Lurn, (whose praise is in all the 
churches, who has for a long time 
been a missionary among the In- 
dians, and whose preaching has 
been signally owned and blessed,) 
with Mr. Patterson of this city, were 
there several days. 1 think more 
than 30 were added to the church. 
‘Lhe season was reported to be un- 
usually solemn and affecting, the 
disciples of Jesus sweetly weeping 
over the bread and wine. Specta- 
tors were no less affected. ‘Their 
full hearts vented their feelings in 
groans and tears, which we believe 
to be the language of hearts broken 
for sin. On Independence day, a 
number had previously spoken a 
public dinner, but were led by the 
Spirit to attend public worship three 
times, and declared at the close of 
the day, it was the happiest they 
had ever spent. The last accounts 
say the work rather increases than 
otherwise.* 


Missions in Africa. 


BY the last arrivals from South 


Africa, the Missionary Society of 
London have received from Mr. 
Campbell, one of their agents, a 
very interesting account of his Jour- 
ney to the north of the Orange Riv- 
er. The novelty and importance of 
this tract has excited a great sensa- 
tion among the curious and inteill- 
gent at the Cape of Good Hope, 


——_— 


* Several other letters have been 
received in this vicinity, making 
mention of the Religious Revival in 
Wilmington. We hope soon to be 
able to present our readers with @ 


more full and satisfactory — 
4 . 
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After ten days travelling beyond the 
Ovange River, he arrived at Lattak- 
koo, an African city not far from 
he east Coast, and containing about 
1500 houses, and 8000 inhalitants. 
He had a long conversation with 
their king, Matebee, which was re- 
peated in the presence of his chiefs 
and people. After much discussion 
he succeeded in obtaining the King’s 
consent to send missionaries amongst 
them ; and was dismissed with this 
laconic answer—*“' Send them, | will 
be a father to them.” At this city, 
he obtained information of many 
other tribes, still farther to the north- 
ward, hitherto unheard of, and of- 
fering a wide field both for curiosi- 
ty and missionary enterprise. 

From Lattakkoo, he shaped his 
course to the south east and south ; 
and fell in with two villages peopled 
with different races ; and from them 
he obtained their consent to send 
missionaries. He represents this 
part of his track as carrying him 
through a richly beautitied country, 
and adorned with all the Juxuriance 
of Raheitean scenery. He then re- 
gained the Orange River; and 
keeping by its course, he travelled 
nearly the whole breadth of Africa 
to Namacqualand ; where the river 
discharges its water into the South 
Atlantic. 

Mr. Campbell has thus succeeded 
in crossing Africa by a route high- 
er up than had ever been attempt- 
ed by any iSuropean, and returned 
to the Cape, after a journey of nine 
months. Another of the missiona- 
ries is to be employed on a northerly 
expedition along the coast of Africa, 
with a ge! to — information 
respecting the Dramara count 
col the Sonia hevond it. This 
country is known to Europeans oniy 
by name, and reaches northward 
from Namacqualand as far as to the 
south tropic. 

It is to be hoped, that the exer- 
tions of these benevolent men will 
not be looked upon by the public with 
an eye of indifference, merely be- 
cause they add blessings of Chris- 
tianity to the other blessings of set- 
tied residence, cultivation, and the 
useful arts which they have ever in- 
troduced among. their converts. 
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They have already carried their 
schools and their chapels beyond the 
limits of the colony; and their re- 
motest missionary village is about 
500 miles to the northward of the 
South angie of Airica. Thus, by 
carrying forward the line of their 
settlemenis into the interior, are 
these hardy adventurers, in the best 
of causes, making Constant advances 
upon the barbarism of this vast 
continent, They bid fair to lay 
open, in the course of time, the 
whole of that unknown and neglect- 
ed quarter of the globe to the curi- 
osity of the public ; and it is to be 
hoped that the public liberality will 
keep pace with the growing expen- 
ses of their large and multiplied un- 
dertakiugs. 


—< ¢o—- 


Missions of the United Brethren. 


A paper has been sent tous for 
insertion, of which the following is 
the substance. We readily insert it; 
and we do most earnestly desire, 
that the insertion may be productive 
of benefit to the Missions of the U- 
nited Brethren.— 

To those who are acquainted with 
the history of Missions, the zeal 
and devotedness manifested by the 
Moravians, er Episcopal Church of 
the United Brethren, will not be un- 
known. Long before the conversion 
of the heathen had been undertaken, 
or even deemed practicable, 
many branches of the Christian 
Church, the Missionaries of the 
United Hrethren, with the Word of 
God in their hands, and its promises. 
as their guide and encouragement, 
sought out new subjects for the 
Cross of Christ, and animated by a 
zeal, which neither hunger, nor 
thirst, nor the fear of death itself 
could extinguish, proclaimed, far 
and wice, the unknown God. And 
itis due to them to state, that the 
result of their labors for the con- 
version of the heathen has afforded 
ample cause for thankfulness to Him, 
who is the great Lord of the har- 
vest, and for increased energy in 





obeying the command whivh saith, 
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Alissions of the 


** Go and preach the Gospel to eve- 
rv creatare.” 

“The Settlements of the United 
Brethren, amount to 51, all estab- 
lished since 1752 ; and the number 
of missionaries employed in them is 
157. Thev ave siuated as fi ilows, 
viz. In the: West Indies, at St 
‘Thomas, 2 settlements; at St. 
Croix, 3; at Se Jan. 2; at Jamaica, 
$3: at Antigua, 3; at Barbadoes, 1; 
at St. Kitts, t: in South America, 
4+: yn North America, 4: in Labra- 
cor, 3: in Greenland, 3: in South 
Africa, 2. 

In the three Danish islands of St. 
"Thomas, St. Croix, and ot. Jan. the 


Brethren’s Congregations amount to | 


no Jess than 12.189 souls ; and their 
number in Antigua, is likewise es- 
timated at abouttwelve thousand. 


The above. missions have been | 


supported by contributions from the 
German Congregations and others 
established on the Continent, and 
from the United Brethren in this 
couritry, and those of their friends 
who feel themselves disposed to aid 
so rood a Cause. 

But these pecuniary resources of 
the Brethren have begun to fail. 
Germany, groaning under a long 
and protracted warfare, possesses 
not the means of supplying her ac- 
customed contributions ; and the 
BRrethren’s congregations impover- 
ished by repeated acts of plunder 
and oppression, are in need of that 
very aid themselves, which they so 
cheerfntiv dispensed to others. 

The debt incurred by the missions 
of the 
of the last mtclligence, and previ- 


ous to some recent calamitous events, | 


amounted to apwards of 2000/ ; and 


there is reasm to dread a very cone | 


siderable addition to the above sum, 
when the next accounts arrive, ow- 
ing to tae late heavy distresses in 


Germany and in other settlements | 


of the Brethrea. Perhaps it is not 
too much to say that the above debt 
will be probably, doubled the annual 
expenditure not being less than near- 
ly 8000/. 

Few details have been received as 
vet: but, as a specimen of the se- 
vere distress in which several of 
their settlements have been involved 


United Srethren, atthe receipt | 


Uniied Brethren. [Ss EPt. 


| by the calamities of war, we subjoin 
the following extract, recording the 
| total loss of the Brethren’s settle- 
| ment at Mascow, in the comlaera- 
tion of that city, on Sept. Ist, 199, 
“We weve exposed to the rave 
of the populace, which was restraiy)- 
| ed by nothing, as the police, ang ail 
| the masistrates, had left the city the 
preceding night We were depriv- 
ed of all protection and prospect of’ 
safety. The oppressive sensation 
which now — and almost 
overwhelmed ws, is not to be de- 
scribed; we could only sigh, and 
cry for help to God; for all human 
|help was gone. The 2d September, 
the fate of our city was decided. 
Karly in the morning we saw our 
army retreat through the city, 
which continued the whole day till 
towards evening, when the French 
army commanded by the King of 
Naples entered the Kremlin. Soon 
after, the hostle soldiers came into 
our yard, and demanded: provisions 
and lodging Now we —_ ed to 
keep a strong watch in and about 
our house and yard, having to fear 
the worst, especially from a crowd 
of marauders. ‘Towards 9 o'clock 
in the evening, we observed large 
fires rise, in several parts of the city, 
which spread from house to house, 
and on the Sd became souniversal that 
| they could no longer be extinguish- 
| ed, but one part of the city after the 
other was converted into a heap ot 
| ruins and ashes, “lowardsnight the 
fury of the flames became terrible, 
and the whole horizon seemed to be 





| on fire; but as it was still at some dis- 

tance from our house, and the wind 

blew in the opposite direction, we 
» still fae ve safety, though we 
could not think of retiring to rest. 
In the morning of the 4th, a troop 
of French light horse, with two ot- 
ficers, came galloping into our yard, 
and demanded bread with great Vi- 
olence, which was immediately giv- 
en them ; but they were so famish- 
ed and greedy, that they took not 
only all the bread, but also the 
whole stores from the baker. About 
evening, and still more during the 
night, the fury of the flames seemed 
to abate, and in the morning cf the 
, 5th we observed, to cur great joy, 
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that no where new flames arose: 
we therefore flattered ourselves with 
hopes that the fire would be ‘quite 
restrained, and order and tranquil- 
lity soon restored. Bat befure noon 
the destructive fury of the flames 
was again seen in more than ten 
places, and it was now evident that 
the ruin of the whole city was de- 
termined. The safeguards at our 
hbaker’s demanded, with the great- 
est violence, cloth for pantaloons, 
which we could not procure for 
them. Clothes were offcred them, 
which they refused, and threatened 
murder if cloth was not immediate- 
ly procured. This being wholly m- 
possible, they required that some of 
us should accompany them to the 
shops, and point out the stores. All 
remonstrances, that the shops were 
already retiuced to ashes, were un- 
availing, and one of us was obliged 
to undertake the heavy task. Af- 
ter some hours they returned, with- 
out having accomplished their pur- 
pose ; and as at this moment per- 
mission was given for a general 
plunder, the safeguards left our 
house in haste, and took two of our 
horses-with them. From this hour 
a period of terror commenced. A- 
bout six in the evening, some of the 
troops rushéd into our house, and 
immediately broke open the doors 
of our shop ; rummaged every 
room, chest, aud drawer ; took all 
clothes and linen, and only left the 
clothes on our backs. While the 

were thus occupied, we perceived, 
witl terror, that an immense mass 
of fire was driven by a violent storm 
towards us, axl that we had rea- 
son to fear, every moment, that it 
would seize our dwelling: We 
therefore left the plunderers to 
thenselves ; and small and great 
left the premises, just as we were, 
with a sensation which is not to be 
described. We went on, over- 
whelmed with terror ; none could 
speak comfort to the other, for eve- 
ry one wanted it; no tear allevia- 
ted the oppression under which we 
groaned ; and the lamentations of 
the Russian domestics who accom- 
pamed us afforded a terrible ¢con- 
trast to our silent grief. Thus we 
went into the garden, surrounded 
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on all sides by the flames, which a 
violent wind rolled towards us like 
waves of the sea, so that we con- 
sidered ourselves unsafe in town, and 
resolved to go into the open fields. 
No sooner were we in the street, 
than a troop of horse met us, who 
plundered us most unmercifully, and 
tore the clothes from our backs. It 
appeared as though a band of evil 
spirits encircled us; with drawn 
swords and loaded pistols in their 
hands, they took from us what they 
would. At length they left us, and 
we proceeded amidst fear and trem- 
bling, when particularly the sick and 
children had much to suffer. Hav- 
ing at last arrived in the open field 
we lay down under the canopy of 
heaven } and each endeavored, as 
well as they were able, to secure 
themselves against the piereing cold, 
which however, considering the want 
of sufficient clothing, was not an ea- 
sy matter. But even here we were 
not left to rest long, for the plun- 
dering began again ; particularly a 
Wirtemberg soldier attacked some 
of us very severely, and with the 
most terrible threats demanded rea- 
 f money, which none of us had. 

ith much entreaty he was pre- 
vailed upon to leave us, having ob- 
tained some remaining articles of 
dress from our bodies. The con- 
flagration continued still, and about 
two o’Clock in the morning we saw 
to our grief our two stone-built 
houses in flames. The plunderin 
still continued, and our well sécurec 
vault, where we had removed all 
our stores of merchandize and our 
whole substance, and walled it up, 
which had sustained no injury from 
the fire, was now broken open, and 
entirely emptied ; whereby we at 
once lost all, and literally became 
beggars.” 

n addition to the above distres- 
sing narrative, all the congregations 
in Upper Lusatia, and Silesia, have 
been exhausted by repeated requisi- 
tions and contributions ; the settle- 
mert at Sarepta, near Astracan, 
has also been, in part, destroyed by 
fire; besides other. calamities, suf- 
fered by the congregations in Den- 
mark and Saxony: 

Impressed — facts, some 
w 
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triends ef the brethren have deem- 
ed it right to lay a representation of 
them befsre the pubtic, and by an 
appeal to British bencvoicace to 
endeavor to rescuc their missions 
fram the distressing Circumstances 
in which they are invel: cd by these 
calamities. 

Averse at all times firem obtru- 
ding themselves on publ:c notice, 
having hisherto preferred retire- 
ment upon principle, and doing 
goal without wishing that good to 
be known by any but by those whe 
ure its clyects ; above all, trusting 
in the goodness of their God and 
Saviour to provide fer whatever is 
undertaken for his own glory ; the 
Brethren, when remorstraicd withon 
the duty of making their case pub- 
lic, felt some hesitation, whech has 
however yielded to urgent necessi- 
ty. 

in thus bringing them before tie 
public, the friends of the brethren 
conceive that they are making a 
communication of facts which can- 
not but excite sympathy, while in 
withieiding the statement here 
brought forward, they debar the 
Mission of that assistance which a 
generous public is always ready to 
afford. 
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(Concluded from p. 318.) 


We have frequently had occasion 
to notice the manner in which many 
of the Hindus, without becoming 
Christians, begin to be detached 
from their native superstitions, and 
to form sects founded on the renun- 
ciation of cast under some gooros, 
or teacher, to whom they attach 
themselves. Kreeshnoo, one of the 
converted Hindus, and a zcalous 

reacher of Christianity, was sent, 
in Consequence cf a request from 
some people of thisdescription, to a 
place at some distance, called Ug- 
rucweepa, to confer with their head 
groorso, “ In the evening,” ‘says 
Kre2shnon, ** I went to the house of 
the Aead goorgo, He received me 
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ont India, [Serr, 
with much afiection, and made ine 
sit on the same seat with himself 
declaring that he had wished to see 
me, and to hear of the faith of Christ. 
FL read to him and explained the 
5th chapter of Matthew, with which 
he was much pieased. He said he 
sure that 
and 


~s 


nar 
weed 


was 
this was the true relizion 
that he would juin us. He had 
separated, he added, from the idola- 
ters around him, and wished to fol. 
low the true reitgion; but they were 
sotef hismind: they persecuted and 
beat him ; but suli he was resolved 
to bece:ne the disciple of Christ. 
‘The cast (said he) is not of God: 
I therefore, follow the Lord 
| with yous for you are all casts, 
eaclishmen, Mussulmans, and Hin- 
docs” At night, about thirty of his 
disciples, brahmuns, rajpoots, wea- 
vers, sardeners, &c. ali ate togeth- 
er. He desired me to sit amongst 
them, and partake of the repast, 
which I did ; and we praised God 
while partaking of this love-feast. 

“*Airer we had all caten, the 
head gooroo forvad Moohun-mock- 
ja to invest his son with the poita, 
and the wife of Rasoo to give her 
sons in marriage amongst tite idola- 
ters. To a man present, whose 
name was Bhola-nat’ha, he said, 
‘We will no longer preserve the 
Cistinctions of cast, but seek to pos- 
ses; the true religion in which there 
is no cast. Core, let us walk inthe 
true way ; let us delay no longer.’ 
His cisciples all desired instruction 
from him, and assured him of a 
ready obedience. Tome he said, 
‘J will consult with my disciples, 
come to you and complete the work ; 
for | assurediy know that there is 
one God, one religion, one Saviour, 
and no more.” 

On this occurrence the Miseiona- 
ries remark: “Jt is a fact which 
las frequently been adveried toin 
the progress of our mission, that 
large bodies cf Hindoos have gone 
off from the ancient forms of idola- 
try, and formed dilizrent sects among 
themselves: these persons have gen- 
evaily been cppesed to the Brah- 
muns ; but, from far of the conse- 
quences attending the loss cf Cast, 
have in some measure concealed 
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in public to the dis‘inction of cast, ' 
though in private they have lived in 
the constant practice of violating its 
rules. 
discordant opinioas, though ia many 
points they agrec. ‘Dlicy ali profess 
a greatrevereace for their spiritual 
guides, and are strongly inclined to 
a hospitadie aud friendiy mixiure of 
all casts. Many of them have 
drawn their opinions froin that part 
of the ancient Hindoo philosophy, 
which teaches a contempt of the 
world, and holds up to admiration 
the principles of a>straction, bodily 
austerities, a rejection of ceremo- 
nies, and a devotion tounded on faith 
in the object of their worsh'‘p. 

“This schism having thus turned 
the minds of many from the brah- 
muns, as a body, to the particular 
‘eligious guides under which they 
have ranged themseives, has open- 
eda wide door for the enirance of 
the Gospel. In Jessore, Burdwan, 
and other parts of Bengal, these re- 
lizious guides are numerons; but are 
now unable w keep their disciples 
faithful to them. faving rejected 
the authority of the Grahmuns, they 
have begun to push their enquiries 
farther; and every now and then 
these persons will acknowledye that 
they never found the true goorco, till 
they heard cf Christ, nor the truce 
way to licaven till they heard the 
Gospel.” 

After stating at least twenty dif- 
ferent places in Calcutta, at which, 
in the course of each week, thcre is 
a reguiarly by the Native 

Jonverts, the Missionaries observe, 
that one of them, Sebukran, preach- 
es also ofien tothe heathen in the 
streets and highways, and describes 
the change in tne minds of many as 
very great “ Qur aged brother 
Vrindavuna, lately come from Agra, 
was astonished to see people cf dif- 
ferent casts, and Brahmins 2mong 
the rest, come into the house of Se- 
bukram, converse treely, drink wa- 
ter, und smoke with him, without 
the least hesitation.” Qn another 
occasion, they observe: “ Withont 
exciting the least agitation of the 
Passions, the Scriptures, and other 
Truits of the press, are producing a 
slow bat real change in the reason- 
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vle.”—“ In varions parts the leaven 
is diffusing its influence, end the 
lizht from heaven enters the idola- 
trous temple,and the mud coage 
of the Nindco.” 

“6 \Ve would not, however, wish 
our fricnds to supjose from hence, 
that we expect any immediate gen- 
eral change among the great body of 
the Hinduos ; but we observe with 
pieasure, the slow and sient, but 
sure proyress of knowledge. At 
first the Hindoos regarded us only as 
so many barbarians, without man- 
ners end without religion; many 
now, from a variety cf circunistan- 


ces, but especiatly from secing the 


Bible issuing from the press in so 
many languages, begin to think 
that some good may come out of 
Nazareth, and that something more 
than worldly policy may be our aim. 
This appears to be the present state 
of things as it respects the influence 
of the Gospel ou those places where 
it has been wost published; but a 
vast portion of the population is yet 
to be iniormed, that there are good 
tidinys from heaven for the chilcrca 
of men” 

At Dimazepore, five natives had 
been baptized; «and at Gomulty, 
much had been done in forming 
schools for the instruction of youuk, 
** The schools,”’ it is said, *‘ increase 
rapidly.” ** The school at Bhola- 
haut has increased to about fittv 
boys; that at Muhes-pocra, to about 
sixty-four ; that at English-bazar, 
to thirty-nine ; and that at Malda, 
to thirty-seven. ‘hey increase so 
rapidly at Bholahaut and at Muhes- 
poora, that we have been obliged to 
refuse several children, as the rcoms 
wiil not conveniently hold more than 
the present number. Will you be so 
kind as te inform me whether I may 
increase the buildings? Vhe ciii- 
dren come on greatly to my satisfic- 
tion. They read the Scriptures fiu- 
ently, and commit passages from the 
Scriptures to memory with grcat 
avidity.” 

Tue accounts from Cutwa, Lakra- 
konda, and Jessore, are equally in- 
teresting. Vhe schools are said to 
come on weli, andthe native Mis- 
sionaries, who arc employed there, 


‘appear to be particularly laborious, 


and cealous in preaching 1 the dit 
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ferent villages within their reach, 
and conversing with the natives ; 
and considerable effects seem to at- 
tend them labors. Onc of these na- 
tive preachers, of the name of 
Krecshnoo, thus writes to a gentle- 
man in England:— 

* At present God is revealing his 
mercy to Bengal in a most encourag- 
ing manner. ‘The class of religious 
meudicants called Utithis Muhun- 
tas have long been in search of the 
true religion, but knew not where to 
tind it: but now on hearing the Gos- 


‘pel of Jesus Christ, they begin to 


think, ‘ what can we do? How shall 
we abide in the commands of this 
Saviour?’ ‘They frequently come to 
see us, and inquire more and more 
respecting the Gospel: a few of 
them have been baptized. Among 
these leaders of sects, are Ram-doo- 
lala, who is said to have 100,000 dis- 
ciples: thev have no reverence for 
the gods. The name of a second 
Jeader is Neela-dasa, who may have 
five hundred disciples. These eat 
with us: but they say, ‘If Christ 
has died for sinners, then there is no 
more sin in the world: why then do 
you go about teaching men that they 
are sinners?” ‘To this I answer ; * If 
the debtor apply not to his surety, 
how can he be set free ; and if men 
do not believe in Christ, how should 
their sins be taken away ?’ Another 
leader is Shiva-rama-dasa, who has 
about five thousand disciples : for a 
considerable time back we have been 
eg ae to them, and a few have 

baptized. A fourth leader is 
Rusa-raja, whose disciples. amount 
to about one thousand persons ; our 
brethren Chamberlain, and W. Ca- 
rey,jun. have had conversations with 


this man: and some of his disciples | 


have been baptized. A fifth leader 
is Huri-dissa, who has about five 
hundred disciples, several of whom 
have been baptized, and there are 
hopes of the leader himself, 

“In a late journey to Jessore by 
brother Carapeit and myself, we ad- 
vised the deacons to spread the word 
through the villages around their 
own dwellings, and send their jour- 
nals to brother Petruse, at Chouga- 
cha. They readily agreed to this. 
From Chougacha we went to Koola- 
gachee, and remained two days, 
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a and then proceeded to 
usi-poora, to the house of Prem- 
dasa, another lealer of a sect, who 
was once under instruction at Seram- 
pore, and then advised some of his 
disciples to be baptized, namely, 
Shiva-dasa, Doolala-dasa, Duyal-da- 
sa, Goura-dasa, and Nurottuna. Af- 
ter their baptism, Prem-dasa him- 
self sought to be baptized, but was 
refused, as the womanhe lived with 
was not his wife, Lately, however, 
brother Petruse has married these 
two —_ and they have both 
been baptized. The people cf those 

arts have been struck with aston- 
ishment at the conversion of this 
man; adding,*Our cast must now 
go; he whom we regarded asa wise 
man has embraced this new way ; 
what shall we now do ?”? 

The Orissa mission, conducted by 
Mr. John Peter of Armenian de- 
scent, and Krishnadas, a converted 
Native, appears promising. We 
take particular interest in this mis- 
sion, and so wili doubtless our read- 
ers, from its comprehending within 
its range the temple of Jugeernauth. 

In February, 1812, Mr. Peter thus 
writes: “ I have the pleasure to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your libe- 
ral supply of Ooriya versions of the 
Scriptures, and you will rejoice with 
me that I have obtained their ad- 
mittance into the very temple of Jug- 
unnat’ha. May their blessed hght 
break through the intense darkness 
of this heathen land! 1 have distri- 
buted them among the principal 
persons belonging to the temple, and 
rave one to one of the Purichas, or 

cad ministers of the Idol. Ido not 
conceive it at all difficult to make a 
Hindoo believe with the understand- 
ing; but todo so with the heart, Is 
of God, and not of man, and applies 
as generally to nominal Christiansas 
actual unbelievers. Many of the 
tracts I have also distributed to the 
pilgrims whom I met on the road to 
their god.” 

* August 4. On the 18th of last 
month Krishna and 1 went to Poor- 
ooha- pota, about two miles from this 
place, and preached Jesus from Ro- 
mans i. 21, 22, and 23. It being the 
last day of the festival of Jugunnat- 
ha, more than a thousand persons 
were assembled, and three cars of 
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the god were dragged along. Inthe 
mat gt this crowd I stood upon a 


chair and preached the everlasting 
Gospel. The people, almost to a 
man, left the cars, and surrounded 
me, and heard the word with atten- 
tion ; we sung three hymns, preach- 
ed and prayed twice, and distributed 
fifteen Orissa New Testaments and 
Psalms, and many tracts. One 
Ooriya was insulted by his country- 
men for receiving a ‘Testament; 
their derision, however, made no 
impression on him ; he received the 
book, and wert his way. Mr. B. and 
several military officers with their 
ladies were present upon elephants ; 
Mr. B.sent the day before the festi- 
val to uire whether I would 
preach to the Ooriyas on this occa- 
sion” 

Nov. 4. “Ihave the pleasure to 
inform you, that during the festival 
of Doorga, Krishna and I preached 
daily on the high-ways, at the doors 
of the principal worshippers. ‘he 
day the goddess was consigned tothe 
river, | preached on the banks to 
more than a thousand. The colonel 
and his officers, and Mr. B. were 
present. A yo about 70 years 
of age, named Kishora-dasa, on his 
journey to Jugunnat’ba, heard me, 
and immediately expressed his dis- 
approbation of his wooden Jugunnat’- 
ha, and his approbation of the Gos- 
pel. He has been with us for the 
last week, and has voluntarily re- 
nounced his former connections by 
eating with us. He says thathe has 
long searching for salvation, 
and was advised to visit Jugunnat’ha; 
but after hearing the Gospel he gave 
up all reliance on Jugunnat’ha. He 
isaptto learn. J have begun teach- 
ing him to read Bengalee.” 

The following is one out of sever- 


‘al instances, which have come to the 


knowledge of the Missionaries, of 
the power of the Gospel, even al- 
though the individuals had not as- 
sumed the profession of Christiani- 
ty. 
“Brother De Motlo, on his way 
home, one day, saw a poor Hindoo 
lying at the door of a hut, apparent- 
ly ying, and calling loudly on the 
name of the Lord Jesus. On going 


up to the man, he said that his rela- 
tions had turned him cut of doors, 
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sick as he was, because he would not 
call upon Narayuna, Rama, and 
other gods, but would call on Jesus 
who had diced tor him. He had heard 
Sebukram preach, and had received 
a tract, which he then had with him. 
This poor perishing out cast did not 
long survive the cruelty of his rela- 
ticns ; but we hope, as another Laz- 
arus, he was conveyed by angels in- 
to Abraham’s bosom. ‘The exis- 
tence of the cast requires such great 
sacrifices, that it is highly probable 
many will be found in that day who 
died in the faith of Jesus, even in the 
houses of the heathen.” 

On the 2(th of November, 1812, 
the number of chiidren in the Be- 
nevolent Instituiion was 318 boys 
and 107 girls ; and it is stated, that 
they were increasing not only in 
numbers but in knowledge. 

From Digah, a central situation 
between Calcutta and the eper 
Provinces, where a Mission has 
been established, Mr. Moore, one 
of the Missionaries writes :— 

“ Our native free-schcol has about 
iurty boys, and 1 hope soon to in- 
crease it to one hundred. A worthy 
young friend in the army, who has 
spent his Sabbaths and spare time 
with us for nearly a year past, gave 
usfifty rupeestowards a school room, 
which is now building for the native 
children. Yon would have felt much 
had you seen Vrindavuna yesterday, 
surrounded by the servants of our 
two friends, W. B. and Lieutenant 
P. and our own people. and. the 
native scholars, talking to them of 
the difference between his former 
life as a Viragee, and his present 
one as a Christian, and of the dif- 
ference between Hindooism and 
Christianity. 1 lately sent to Seram- 
pore an account of a religious mur- 
der which I witnessed, and anoth- 
er given me by Major K. of a poor 
woman, whose courage failed on 
the funeral pile, having been blud- 
geoned to ceath by her own kin- 
dred ; also of another that he took 
out of the water.” 

“The account of Mr. Moore re- 
lated to the drowning of a leper at 
Futwa, and is as follows :—* Ga 
hearing the people belonging-to the 
boat saying that a man was goin 
to be drowned, { looked cur, and 
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saw on the bank of the river the 
peer creature without fingers or 
toes, but in other respects apperr- 
ently healthy. tle wis esting very 
heartily, and surrounded by several 
people, who appeared to have con- 
ducted hima to the spot. “Phe bank 
being high, £ could not get out of 
the boat ull we got a comiderabic 
distance from the place where he 
sat. As I was running towards the 
spot, I heard the people in the boat 
call out, ‘He is drowned! he is 
drowed ” His aticndants, who ap- 
peared tobe his relations, liad as- 


river ; but whether they pushed 
him in, or whether he went in of 
his own accord, I cannot teil ; but 
the bank was so steep that he could 
not possibly get out again. Tle made 
great efforts at first to reach the 
side, but had he been a good swim- 
mer he could not have got out, the 
stream was so rapid. 1 saw him 
struggle much before he sunk to rise 
no mere a living man! [endeavored 
to impress on the peopie who a - 
tended him the heinousness of the 
crime they had perpetrated ; but 
they only smiled at my concern, and 
said they had merely complied with 
the wishes of the deceased, who, 
they added, had neither hands nor 
feet.’ 

“Phe following is the account of 
Major K.:—*i have known a wo- 
inau whose courage faiied her on 
the pile, bludgeoned by her own 
dear kindred. This I have told the 


author of * The Vindicaticn of the | 
Gentoo | 
out ot the Ganges. 1 perceived him | 


Hindons.? I have taken a 
at night, and called out to the boat- 
men. * Sir, he is gone ; he belongs 


Gad will get him hereafter 

ot him up atthe last gasp. I gave 
Fim some brandy, and called it phys- 
ic. ‘QO, sir, my cast is gone ? * No, 
it is physic? ‘It is not that, sir: 
my family will never receive me ! 
1 am an outcast ? * What, for sa- 
ving your life? * Yes.’ Never mind 
such a family ! ” 

The following extract of a letter 
from Dr. Marshman, dated the 7th 
of Febraary, 1515, concludes this 
aamber of the Periodical Accounts: 

“ Brother Lawson makes great 
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{Serr, 


prosress in the laneuace, and is a 
man of an excellent spirit. He ig 
engaged in cutting a fount of Chi- 
nese types for a dictionary cf the 
lanzuaye, &e. ‘Phe word of the 
Lord seems evidently to grow a 

multiply among us. Nearly we 
ty have been added in the past 
year to the church at Serampoie 
and Calcutta ; and the spirit which 
seems to pervade them is peculiar! 
pleasing. Almost all the brethren 
at Caicutta are endeavoring, in one 
way or other, to recommend the 


| Gospel to those around them, This 
sisted iim down the bank of the 


J esicem a precious token for goed, 


| The native bretiyven at Serampore, 


too, are much stirred up to seek 
the salvation of their countrymen, 
Nearly every one, capab'e of speak- 
ing, 1s Out On a Lord’s day in thé 
néeizhooring towns and villages 
This spirit, you may be certain, we 
encourage to the utmost. Indeed, 
the word is spread over such an 
extent of country, that I sometimes 
stand still and admire the hand of 
God therein. Nearly 500 nave been 
baptized in these twelve years, and 
hey are spread ever an extent of 
more than 1000 miles in length. The 
extension, Curing the past year, a- 
midst all our afflictions. has been 
greaier than in any former year. 
Four new stations have been occu- 
pied, and promise to be effective, 
of which we had scarcely any idea 
at the beginning of the year; viz. 
Patna, Columbo, Chittagong, and 
Bombay. 

“At Patna, Thompson is labor- 
ing, of whose spirit you can form 
suine idea from his journals. At 
Columbo, brother Chater has found 


| an abundant entrance for the were. 
to God.’ ‘ Yes, but take hin up, and | 


We | 


i hed an affectionate letter from 
him about 2 fortnight ago. He and 
sister Chater seer quite happy in 
their work, which rejuices us. At 
Chittagong, about 500 miles from 
us in the east of Bengal, and on the 
the borders of the Burman empire, 
brother De LBrayn is employed— 
Wituin three days of his arrival, 
the Catholic clergyman came to 
hear him, and seeing he had not 
seats, sent for the benches out of his 
church. AA few days after, a re- 
spectable Woman there _ brought 
twenty to hear him, and offercd 
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him a piece of ground on which to 
erect a piace of worship. At Bom; 
bay, brother Carapeit is arrived, 
We have received a iciter from him, 
the spirit breathing in which will 
cheer your heart when you get it, 
Lesides the situations of our breth- 
yen in the army, Mahraca, and 
Java, andthe Isle of France, there 
are now fourtecn stations, and only 
three of them cccupied by brethren 
sent out as Missionasies from Ling- 
land ; namelv, Serampore, Digah, 
and Columbo. Ail the rest are oc- 
cupicd by men raised up in India, 
as Agra, by Peacock and Mackin- 
tosh ; Patna, by Thompson; Di- 
nzgepore, by Fernandez ; Goamal- 
ty, by De Cruz; Cutva, by W. 
Carey ; Jessore, by Petruse ; Daca, 
by Cornish; Chittagong, by De 
Bruyn; Orissa, by Peter; Rangoon, 
by F. Carey and Kerr; aad Bom- 
ny, by Carapeit Chator Aratoon. 
Q for the cews of Heaven to water 
these little hills of ‘Zon ! O that the 
Lord may bless us indeed, and en- 
large our Coast ; that his hand may 
be with us ; and that he may keep 
us from evil, that it may ot grieve 
us |” 

We are much concerned to per- 
cieve in the pamphict befcre us, 
symptoms ef a disposition on the 
yart of our Indian Goverament and 
Ks servants to harass the Missioa- 
aries and interrupt their labors. We 
trust, however, that, as soon as the 
mind of the British Parliament on 
lis subject shall be known in India, 
a diflereat tone will be given to the 
proceedings of the public functiona- 
rics) We are disposed, also, to 
hope sor much from the known lib- 
erality of Earl Moira, the pres- 
ent Governor-General, and from his 
warked desire to promote the dif- 
fusion of the Scriptures and of gen- 
eral knowledge, as it has been evin- 
ced by the cordial support he was 
accustomed to yield to all institu- 
tious formed for that object. 

Lord Minto commenced his gov- 
ernment in India by interdicting the 
public preaching of the Missionaries 
(an interdiction which after a time 
was relaxed :) he has closed it by 
a proceeding still more arbitrary 
aid vexatious. 

‘The following extract of a letter 





from Dr. Carey, dated March 25, 
1813, will explain its nature. 

‘\" sit down to write with a mind 
so distarbed with different kinds of 
feelings, that T scarcely know how to 
express them. Last year we had 
to mourn over a most heavy calam- 
ity by fire, which we suffered in this 
month. ‘Lhis year we had set apart 
atime at the expiration of twelve: 
months to review the dealings of 
God with us since that calamitous 
event ; when the verv day before 
our meeting, we received letters. 
from Government, ordering our 
brethren Robinson, Jchns, and Law- 
son home to Mngland. I can assign 
no reason for this measure: certain- 
iy nothing on the part of our breth- 
ren, has been, or can be, alleged by 
them as a reason. Indeed the sweep- 
ing ciause of the Charter, which 
requires all Europeans not in the 
service of the King or Company 
to be sent to England, is the alleged 
reason. It is an imperious duty of 
all who love the Lerd Jesus, to labor 
in all proper ways with the Legis- 
Inture to obtain leave for Missiona- 
ries to settle in India, and to travel: 
trom place to place, or tosettle in 
any of the provinces, without con- 
tvol, unless they are guilty of civil 
crimes or misdemeanors.” 

It appears that on the arrival of 
Messrs, Johns and Lawson, who had 
gone out by way of America, previ- 
ous application to the Government. 
having been made on their behalf, 
they were allowed to continue in the 
country till the willof the Directors. 
should be known : and on the ground 
of this allowance, Mr. Johns was ap- 
pointed, by the Governor-Generak 
in Council, Acting surgeon of Seram- 
pore, and Mr. Lawson was permit- 
ted to reside at the Mission-house, 
where he assisted in the improve- 
ment of the Chinese types. 

In January last, letters passed be- 
tween. the Pubiic Secretary and 
Dr. Marshmap, the result of which 
was an acknowledgment on the 
part of the latter, that the Missiona- 
ries came out without leave of the 
Directors. 

On the 12th cf March the Mis- 
sionaries received a communication 


from the Public Secretary, in the 


‘name of the Right Honorable the 
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Governor-General in Council, con- 
tuining a letter to Dr. Marshman, 
requesting him to inform Messrs. 
Johns, Lawson, and Robinson, that 
they were ordered to return to Eu- 
rope by the fleet then under des- 
patch, and a letter addressed by 
the Public Secretary to each of 
them, to the same purport. This 
was succeeded the same day by an 
order from the Police Magistrate 
at Calcutta, to each of them, requi- 
ring them to og? before him the 
next day. This Mr. Lawson did, 
accompanied by Dr. Marshman ; 
when the Magistrate insisted on 
Mr. Lawson’s signing an engage- 
ment —— to embark on board 
one of the two ships then under des- 
ach, Dr. M. alleged that thev 
ad not been made acquainted with 
the order twenty-four hours, and 
that they had not been able as yet to 
make any arrangement respecting 
either themselves or their infant 
families : and, further, that it was 
their intention to make a respectful 
application to Government on the 
subject ; and though they would 
cheerfully sign a promise to comply 
with the will of Government, it yet 
seemed peculiarly hard to compel 
them to sign an engagement, which, 
when sent in to Government, might 
tend to lessen the effect of a subse- 
uent application. It would make 
em appear inconsistent, to be 
praying for relief from an order 
which they had solemulv piedged 
themselvesto perform. ‘Uhis, how- 
ever, had no effect on the magis- 
trate, who, on Mr. Lawson’s hesi- 
tating to sign the engagement, im- 
mediately committed him to custo- 
dy, and sent him under an escort of 
Seapoys to prison, where he contin- 
ued some hours, till, on Dr. M.’s ha- 
ving applied to the Public Secretary, 
an order was immediately sent to the 
Police Magistrate to release him. 
He was, however,required toappear 
in before the Police Magistrate, 
which he did, and signed a promise 
to obey the orders of Government. A 
similar order was sent to Mr. Johns, 
which he also signed Mr. Robin- 
son was gone to Java a few days be- 
fore the order was issued. 
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The Missionaries, though with but 
little hope of success, resolved to ne. 
tition the Governor General. The 
Commissioner for Serampore also 
undertook to lay Mr. Johns’ case be- 
fore his Lordship. It being represen- 
ted to the Governor-General, that 
Mr. Lawson had begun a fount of 
Chinese types, which was not com- 
pleted, this plea operated in his fa- 
vor; but no attention was paid to 
the applications cn the part of Mr. 
Johns’, On the contrary, an order 
for his return was peremptorily con- 
firmed, and he was given to under- 
stand, that if he did not immediate- 
ly take his passage, he would be ap- 
prehended, and carried on board the 
ship. The pubiie Secretary also 
said, that Mr. Robinson would be 
sent home from Java. 

On the 29h of Marci, after being 
solemnly commended to God, and to 
the Christian sympathy of their 
brethren in England, Mr. and Mrs, 
Johns, with their little one, took 
leave of the bretiwren at Serampore 
and went clown to the ship the nex: 
day. They have since arrived in 
England. 

Dr. Carey adds as follows :— 

** The state of India, as to religion, 
is widely different to what it was 
twenty yearsa Then a Christian 
could scarcely be found: now you 
Can scarcely go any where without 
meeting with some, either Europe- 
ans or natives. The greatest num- 
ber of these in the provinces, hower- 
er, are destitute of the means ci 
Brace, unless a native, or country- 

wn minister visitthem. There is 
a general spirit of inquiry about the 
Gospel all over the country ; and 
this inquiry increases more and 
more. Five natives of high cast, 
not far from Serampore, have lately 
been baptized, who have beer 
brouglit to a knowledge of the truth 
without any communication with us. 
They met with Bibles and tracts, 
and God wrought by them, ‘These 
men had begun to sanctify the sab- 
bath, and meet for Christian worship 
before we knew them. ‘They have 
boldly owned the Saviour, and meet 
the persecutions of their idolatrous 
relations like Christians.” 





